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A word from Pastor Amy….       
 
Coming Home 
 
What do you think of when you hear the word “home”? Do you think of a physical location,  
a particular house or neighborhood, or do you think of specific people, family or close friends, 
past or present? 
 
Is home where you grew up, or where you live now? I admit that often I have used home to 
mean both of those locations. When people asked if I was going home for the holidays, home 
meant the Franklin/Middletown area. Yet most of the time when I talk about home, home is 
wherever Ken and the kids are found. As my children get older, it will be interesting to see 
where they eventually call home, as Springboro is now the third or fourth location in which 
they have lived.  
 
Christmas is often a time of homecomings and family gatherings. We either travel home or 
welcome others home. While there is joy in being together as family, let’s all be honest that 
none of our families are picture perfect, so there is also often tension in coming home. Some-
times we tend to see people only as they were, not as they are today. Sometimes personalities 
clash, even among close family members. Often I found family routines are knocked off bal-
ance during the holidays, so add excited and tired kids to the mix, and every homecoming is an 
adventure, to say the least! 
 
This Advent/Christmas, I invite you on a journey home—home to our place in God’s family. 
And unlike outdated maps or an unreliable GPS, we can trust who will navigate our journey 
home—none other than Christ himself. As the star led the wise men to the manger, Jesus leads 
us home to God’s arms of love.  
 
This is the good news we proclaim from the Carol Sing to the Cantata to our Christmas Eve ser-
vices. Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us! I invite you to come home to worship with First UMC of 
Springboro to celebrate the gift of our Savior’s birth, who invites us to find our way home to 
God, for now and all eternity.  
 
Merry Christmas, and welcome home!   
 
Pastor Amy 
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Worship In December 
Advent Series: 
Coming Home 

  
December 2/3—Holy Communion 

“Home Is Where We Meet” 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

  
December 9/10 

“Joy Is Our True Home” 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

  
December 16/17 

Christmas Cantata  
  

December 17 
5:00 p.m. Travelers Candlelight Service  

  
December24 

9:15 & 10:35 a.m. Children’s Program 
 “A Springboro Christmas Carol”  

 
7:30 p.m. Candlelight Service with Choir 

10:30 p.m. Candlelight Service with  
Communion 

“God Makes this World a Home” 
Luke 2:1-20 

  
December 31 

One Service at 10:00 a.m. 
“Going Home Again” 

Luke 2:22-40 

   
 

 
 

DoingsDoingsDoings  

  2:  Breakfast with Santa/Holiday House 

  3:  Giving Tree Gifts/Stocking Stuffers Due 

  3:  5th—8th Church, Lunch, Fellowship 

  3:  9th—12th Youth Group 

  4:  Bright Beginnings Christmas Program 

  5:  Parents with a Purpose 

  5:  5th—8th Hope House Mission 

  5:  Bright Beginnings Christmas Program 

  5:  Staff Parish Relations Committee 

  6:  Choirs/Christmas Play Practice 

  8:  Movie Night 

  9:  Women in Faith 

 10:  Kids Who Care 

 10:  God Squad 

 10:   9th—12th Youth Group 

 12:  Tuesday Bible Study   

 12:  Stephen Ministers 

 12:  Women in Faith Bible Study 

 13:  Clearcreakers 

 13:  6th Grade Lunch with Kirby  

 13:  Choirs/Christmas Play Practice 

 13:  Adult Social Outing 

 14:  Newsletter Folding 

 14:  Jr. High Lunch with Kirby 

 16:  UMM to The Gathering 

 16/17:  Christmas Cantata Services 

 16:  Mission 56 Christmas Party 

 17:  Travelers Christmas Service (5:00) 

 17:  Jr. & Sr. Youth Group Christmas Party 

 19:  Trustees 

 20:  Choirs/Christmas Play Practice 

 22:  Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal 

 24:  Christmas Eve Services  
  9:15 & 10:35—Sunday Service/ 
  Children’s Christmas Play   
  7:30—Candlelight with Choir 
  10:30—Candlelight with Communion 

 26—31:  Interfaith Hospitality Hosting 

 31:  One service at 10:00 
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Lay Leader Report 
So this is Christmas… These are the opening 
words and title of a non-sacred Christmas 
song written by John Lennon in 1971.  Many 
people my age recall that song and the open-
ing line.  But, do we remember the second 
phrase of the song—“and what have you 
done”? 
 

What have we done?  What have I done?  
Haunting questions and quite appropriate to 
consider such questions as we move through 
Advent towards Christmas Day.  As each of us 
hurry and rush through the days of Decem-
ber, just what have we done?  Yes, we have 
decorated our homes, we have decorated the 
church building and we have even decorated 
our work places.  Plus, we have shopped and 
shopped.  But really, what have we done?  I 
encourage all of us to consider what we have 
done.   
 

God’s grace is given to us, we do not have to 
earn it.  So, in that sense, we don’t have to do 
anything.  But some of us, when we 
acknowledge the depth of God’s grace, feel 
compelled to respond in service.  Service to 
our neighbors, service to our aging popula-
tion, service to the less-fortunate.  Or maybe 
just as Jesus commanded in Matthew 25, ser-
vice to “the least of these”.  I encourage all of 
us to look for service opportunities during 
Advent. 
 

It might be as simple as giving generously 
when a Salvation Army kettle is spotted.  Or it 
might be visiting with our seniors at Otter-
bein Avalon – ask me how to join in such an 

effort.  Or perhaps, it might mean working 
with the homeless.  See Jenn Fry to serve our 
Interfaith Hospitality Network guests when 
they are in our building at the end of Decem-
ber. 
 

Another way to serve financially is to give to a 
United Methodist Advance or West Ohio Con-
ference Advance Special.  The conference 
website for making donations is 
www.westohioumc.org/conference/donate.  
Pick one and give generously.  Pay particular-
ly attention to the Conference Advance Spe-
cials.  This list of Ohio special causes only in-
cludes church-related ministries. 
 

Regarding adult mission work, we will form a 
team to head to Florida in late winter.  We 
will do hurricane recovery work of some type, 
through the United Methodist Church’s Vol-
unteer in Mission agency.  Much more infor-
mation, including date options, costs, and 
such, will be forth coming.  It is hoped that 
this trip will be such a success that the partic-
ipants will jointly clamor to make a second 
trip at some point to a Caribbean Island. 
 

May we be open the presence and love of 
Christ during this Christmas season and be-
yond! 

 

Merry Christmas! 
David Finney 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.westohioumc.org/conference/donate
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Staff Change at FUMC 
Lisa Wray, chair of SPRC, read the following 
at worship the weekend of November 11/12: 
  
The First United Methodist Church of Spring-
boro has been extremely blessed to have Mr. 
Kirby Cain on staff since 2013. Today, it is 
with a heavy heart that I inform you of Kir-
by’s resignation from his staff position as Jun-
ior High Youth Director and Music Leader, 
effective December 25, 2017.  This was a 
deeply heartfelt and personal decision for 
Kirby to make. Kirby has blessed this church, 
this congregation and most of all our youth 
with his kindness, spirituality, and leader-
ship.  We wish Kirby many blessings as he 
moves forward in this next phase of his per-
sonal and spiritual journey.  
 
Pastor Amy and the Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee will work to fill these responsibili-
ties prayerfully and mindfully. They will be in 
specific contact with youth, their parents, 
and musicians.  We encourage anyone that 
feels led to assist during this time to let us 
know. Please reach out to Pastor Amy or my-
self with any questions during this transition. 
  
Grace and Blessings, 
Lisa Wray 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair 
 
 

Dear First United Methodist Church  
Congregation and Friends, 
 
When I retired from teaching in 2013, the 
word I continued to hear from God was 
“serve”.  I have been honored to serve in so 
many ways at First United Methodist Church 
over the past 4½ years.  Yet through much 
prayer and conversation it is now time for me 
to set other priorities in my life. 
 
Please know that my Christian faith and my 
love for the youth, parents, staff and congre-
gation at First United Methodist Church are 
still very strong.  I will always cherish the 
memories made during our time together 
and I know that God has amazing things 
planned for this wonderful church.  Even 
though I plan to worship with family and 
friends at other churches in our area, I do 
plan on returning to worship with my church 
family at FUMC as well. 
 
With only a few weeks remaining in my role 
as Youth Director and the other responsibili-
ties I have, I look forward to celebrating the 
holiday season with you all and will cherish 
every moment. 
 
Thank you for the love and support you have 
shown me over these past four years. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Kirby Cain 
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Stewardship Giving and  
First Steps Campaign 

Thank you to each of you who have thought-
fully considered your contribution to the 
church for 2018 and returned your commit-
ment card. Returning your commitment cards 
to indicate how you plan to give faithfully to 
God’s glory helps us set our budget and plan 
ministries for the next year.  

The First Steps committee would also like to 
thank everyone who has prayed about their 
role in helping our church and capital cam-
paign be successful.  We greatly appreciate the 
commitments made by many of you to help 
First United Methodist Church solidify our fi-
nancial foundation and improve the worship 
experience of current and future mem-
bers.  With your commitments, we will soon 
complete enhancing and expanding the ex-
isting worship space. 
 
If you have not yet had a chance to return 
your commitment card, they may be returned 
to the church office or put in the offering plate 
during services.   
 

The Book Fair is Coming! 
We invite you to stop by the Book Fair at 
Bright Beginnings Christian Preschool on Mon-
day December 4 through Friday, December 8 
(8:30 –9:30, 11:30—1:30 and 3:30 –4:00) and 
Saturday, December 2 (9 a.m.-11 a.m.).  Not 
only does this book fair help raise money to 
purchase classroom resources (i.e. end of the 
year Bibles, books, listening centers, etc.), it 
continues to excite the children about learning 
to read.  Thank you in advance for all your sup-
port of our school. 
 
 

Prayer Chain 
We are finalizing changes to our telephone 
prayer chain.  This group of dedicated volun-
teers receives urgent prayer requests and 
passes them on to others on their chain so 
that we can quickly have prayers lifted to God.  
If you would be interested in participating in 
the prayer chain or if you are currently on it 
but can no longer take part, please let Rebecca 
in the church office know.  We are also consid-
ering starting an e-mail prayer chain.  If you 
would be interested in this, please let us know. 

 

 

2018 Flower Calendar 
We thank everyone for their sup-

port in providing Sanctuary flowers 

each week.  The flower calendar 

for 2018 is now available for sign-

ups.  It is located in Fellowship 

Hall.  You are welcome to sign up 

in honor or in memory of a loved 

one.  Please make sure you print 

all the information clearly to en-

sure we can put the correct infor-

mation in the bulletin.  Flowers are 

$20 per request.  Payment can be 

made by placing an envelope in 

the offering plate.  Please be sure 

to mark the envelope “Flowers” 

and include your name and the 

date for which you are purchasing 

flowers so we can track payments   

If you provide your own flowers, 

there is no fee but we do ask that 

you let the church office know by 

the Tuesday before the weekend 

services. 
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 Giving Envelopes, Statements 
and End of Year Giving 

The end of the year is quickly approaching 
and that brings up joyful thoughts of the Ad-
vent of Christ, family and snow.  Along with 
that also comes less jolly thoughts of end of 
year matters. 
 Giving envelopes:  Giving envelopes for 

2018 have been ordered and will be avail-
able in Fellowship Hall in mid-
December.   Your 2018 envelope number 
may different from your 2017 envelope 
number.  Please do not use this year's 
envelopes next year.  If you have enve-
lopes left at the end of the year, they can 
be recycled.   

 Statements: Statements will be mailed 
out in mid-January.  For those who give 
via the Online Giving program, you will 
receive a statement in the mail as usu-
al.  However, you can also print your 
statement at any time from the Online 
Giving site.  If you did a combination of 
Online and Traditional giving, both will  
be included in the statement that is 
mailed in January. 

 Special Gifts:  In the course of year-end 
tax planning, you may find yourself con-
sidering special one-time donations. 
There is a growing trend among donors 
to make contributions to their favorite 
organizations via the web during the final 
week of the year. As you contemplate 
year-end gifts, please keep FUMC in 
mind. We welcome your donations 
through the Online Giving page on the 
church website at https://
giving.ncsservices.org/fumcofspringboro. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tra-
cy Stull (Finance Secretary).  She can be 
reached at: financeteamfumc@gmail.com. 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
After a short break during the holidays, Won-
derful Wednesdays will resume again in Janu-
ary (watch bulletin insert for details on start 
date and classes).  We hope you will join us 
for small groups and fellowship!   
 

Church Choir 
The choir welcomes new members through-
out the year.   They practice on Wednes-
day evenings at 7:00 p.m.  If you’d like more 
information, please contact Carolyn Mabee. 
 

Church Office Closed 
The church office will be closed the week of  
December 25 and on Monday, January 1.  
Please let us know by mid-December if you 
need to be in the church building during that 
time so we can make arrangements. 

 
2017 First Steps Campaign Progress 

We are getting closer! As of November 12, 
we have received $32,445 towards the 
$50,000 second step of our First Steps Cam-
paign.  The funds will be used to make im-
provements to the Sanctuary.  Watch for 
changes to start soon!   

 

http://giving.ncsservices.org/fumcofspringboro
mailto:financeteamfumc@gmail.com
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Blue Christmas 
 Christmas generally means lots of bright red 
and green and shiny silver and gold decora-
tions, colorful lights, festive smells, joyful 
songs, and happy celebration. But for some 
people, Christmas feels more like a dull shade 
of blue...sad, drab, and anything but merry. 
The holiday season is instead a time of worry 
or frustration, or a painful reminder of the 
loss of a loved one, a job, a marriage, health, 
or independence. 
 
This year, Stephen Ministers will hand out 
Blue Christmas ornaments/bookmarks 
during Advent. These ornaments are a re-
minder that not everyone is happy during 
Christmas. If you know someone who is 
grieving or in crisis this Christmas, we en-
courage you to reach out to them, listen to 
them, encourage them. You might also tell 
them about Stephen Ministry and how a 
Stephen Minister can meet with them 
once a week to listen to and encourage 
them for as long as they need.  Ask their 
permission to give their name and tele-
phone number to a Stephen Leader.  
  
You could be that quiet, gentle expression 
of God’s love for someone that connects 
them to the help they need. What a won-
derful Christmas present to give to some-
one who needs it! 

Stephen Ministers connect hurting people to 
Christ’s love and healing care. If you or some-
one you love needs help this season, please 
talk to Zandra Woody (wozjj@aol.com, 937-
748-9713) or Susan Raihala (susanraihala 
@roadrunner.com, 937-238-1394).  
 

Karen’s Card Shop 
Karen’s Card Shop, which offers a selection of 
hand-made cards for sale, has hit a mile-
stone.  The shop has raised $1,000 since it 
was opened! The funds are given to church’s 
General Fund.  Thank you to all who  have 
purchased cards at the shop and thank you to 
the talented artisans who have created and 
donated the beautiful cards! 

mailto:wozjj@aol.com
tel:937-748-9713
mailto:susanraihala@roadrunner.com
mailto:susanraihala@roadrunner.com
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Church Groups 
Meetings/Schedules 

 
 
 
 
 

Women In Faith 
WIF will meet on December 9, the sec-
ond Saturday of the month, at 9:00 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. We are unable to use the 
church for our regularly scheduled meeting 
on the first Saturday this month.  Sorry for 
the inconvenience.  We will put together and 
decorate fruit baskets for our "Friendship 
Circle", have a regular business meeting to 
discuss the results of the bazaar, enjoy re-
freshments and  fellowship.  All woman of 
the church are invited and encouraged to 
attend— we really would enjoy having you 
join with us. Women in Faith would like to 
thank all our church members and friends for 
their support of our bazaar, we could not do 
this alone, so many thanks to all of you.  
If you would like any information on the 
group, please contact Judy Cook. 
  
 

United Methodist Men 
The men will celebrate Christmas a little early 
in December as we serve and study with our 
friends in Middletown on the 16th.  Earlier in 
2017, we traveled to The Gathering, a Mid-
dletown Ohio-based United Methodist con-
gregation that has a strong ministry with the 
homeless.  As we did before, we will cook and 
serve breakfast to The Gathering’s men’s fel-
lowship, known as the Band of Brothers.  
After we have breakfast with these men, we 
will then join them in their monthly Bible 
study. 

All men and older boys of the church are in-
vited to join us in this Christmas service pro-
ject and enjoy rich fellowship in so doing.   
 

We will car-pool from FUMC on December 

16, at 7:30 a.m. to Middletown.  The church 

is at 31 S. Clinton Street in Middletown, for 

those who want to meet us there.  We will 

begin cooking at 8:00, serve breakfast at 

9:00, following which, we will enter into a 

study session.  We should be back in Spring-

boro by 11:30.  As we described earlier this 

year, we will feed The Gathering’s men 

breakfast and they will feed us spiritually. 

 
Clearcreakers Senior Group  

The Clearcreakers meeting will be December 
13 at 11:30 in Fellowship Hall.  A musical pro-
gram will be presented by the Springboro 
High School Jazz Choir.  Ham will be served 
for the main dish.  Please bring a side dish, 
salad, or desert to share.  Please remember 
to bring your own eating utensils.  Try to join 
us for some fun, food, and fellowship. 
 
Please Note:  The date for the December 
Clearcreakers meeting was changed to the 
second Wednesday, December 13, instead of 
the third Wednesday due to a scheduling 
conflict with the Springboro High School Jazz 
Choir. 
 
Questions call:  Linda Tennant  or Martha 
Rutherford. 

 
Other Meetings 

December 5—SPRC (offsite) 
December 12—Stephen Ministers (offsite) 

December 14—Newsletter Folding 
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Celebrate through worship... 

Hanging of the Greens 
The Annual Hanging of the Greens will be on 
November 25 at 5:30 p.m. with a worship 
service that focuses on the Christian meaning 
of several of the symbols of the season. Fol-
lowing worship we will share a meal; please 
bring a side dish or dessert to share; soup 
will be provided. We will conclude the even-
ing by decorating the church for the Christ-
mas season. All ages are welcome to this 
evening of celebration. 
 

Christmas Cantata 
The Heavenly Host Choir will sing their annu-
al Christmas Cantata at services on Saturday, 
December 16 and Sunday, December 
17.  Please join us for these special services 
that celebrate the great gift of Jesus through 
music.   

 
Travelers Christmas Service 

If you are like many people and don’t get to 
celebrate Christmas at First United Method-
ist due to traveling to spend the holiday with 
family, now is your chance.  On Sunday 
evening, December 17, we will offer a Trav-
eler’s Christmas Candlelight Service.  All are 
welcome to join us as we celebrate Jesus’ 
birth with a candlelight service at 5:00 p.m.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year.  Our 
regular Sunday morning services will be led 
by the children of First United Methodist.  
They will present a special message entitled 
“A Springboro Christmas Carol”.  Please 
note, there will not be Sunday school classes 
that morning. 
 

Then in the evening, we will hold two candle-
light services.  The 7:30 p.m. service will fea-
ture our choir and the 10:30 p.m. service 
will have communion.   
 

New Years Eve Services 
We will have one Sunday worship service on 
December 31 at 10:00 a.m. There will not be 
any Sunday School classes offered that day.   
 

Celebrate through flowers… 

Poinsettia Sales 
Bring a festive glow to the Sanctuary by plac-
ing your order for a poinsettia.  Orders will be 
taken between services by members of the 
Flower Committee on November 26 and at 
Saturday evening services on November 25.  
Each poinsettia is $10 with payment made 
when your order is placed.  Deadline for or-
dering is noon on December 4.  Poinsettias 
can be ordered in memory or in honor of a 
loved one and come in red and white.  

    Celebrate the True 
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Celebrate through service ... 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
The Interfaith Hospitality Network families 
will be with us December 26 to 31.  Please 
consider giving the gift of your time in pre-
paring meals or doing activities with the chil-
dren or being an overnight host or hostess. 
To sign up, please go to  http://bit.ly/2yqJl2V. 
Please reach out to Jennifer Fry at 937-776-
6261 if you have any questions!  

 
Otterbein Avalon 

Springboro’s Otterbein Avalon Center holds 
worship services on Sundays at 1:30.  David 
Finney, CLM, assists with this service and en-
courages those who would like to help the 
elderly residents to also attend.  There is a  
weekly BINGO game on Wednesdays at 1:00.  
Please bring smiles and a fun-seeking attitude 
to Otterbein Avalon, Springboro, located off 
of Bunnell Hill Road.  For more information, 
please contact David at 513-727-4395 or 
shakerdavid@hotmail.com. 

 
Music Providers 

We are looking for a few people to provide 
music prior to candlelight services on Christ-
mas Eve.  If you are interested, please con-
tact the church office (937-748-2612). 
 

Celebrate through giving... 

Christmas Offering 
As our Christmas gift to God in celebration of 
Jesus’ birth, our church will give all of the 
undesignated Christmas Eve offering to the 
United Methodist Committee On Relief 
(UMCOR).  In times of disaster, 100% of all 
donations to UMCOR go to relief efforts.   As 
you decide how much to give to this Christ-
mas offering, please consider how much you 
will spend on Christmas this year.  Some have 

felt led to tithe on that amount.  Others have 
felt compelled to match that amount.  Please 
bring your special offering in honor of Christ’s 
birth on Christmas Eve or put it in the offer-
ing anytime during December. 

Veterans Socks/Underwear Collection 
The Cornerstone Sunday School class is col-
lecting men’s white sports socks and under-
wear sizes L and XL for the Veterans Hospital.  
In addition, there are needs for undergar-
ments for women veterans—please see Bev 
Haun for details.  There will be a collection 
box marked “Veterans” in Fellowship Hall 
beginning November 27.  Financial donations 
are also welcome—please give them to Garry 
or Bev Haun or Rebecca in the church office.  
Donations will be collected until noon 
Wednesday, December 17.   
 

The Giving Tree/Stocking Stuffers 
The Giving Tree will be in the Narthex begin-
ning November 19!  The Franklin food pantry 
has supplied us with children who need help 
this season.  Each child has five tags (for 
socks and underwear, for hats and mittens, 
for clothes, for shoes, and for something they 
really want!)  You are more than welcome to 
take all of the tags for the child you choose or 
just one.  Please place unwrapped items in a 
bag with the tags attached.   
 
W are also collecting “stocking stuffers”.  
Please place new, small gifts in the marked 
container next to the Giving Tree. We’re col-
lecting for boys and girls age infant-18 years 
old. They will be distributed by the UMCH 
Family Services, Franklin Food Pantry and 
Springboro Community Assistance Center.   
Please bring the gifts and stocking stuffers to 
church by Sunday, December 3. 

tel:937-776-6261
tel:937-776-6261
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Celebrate through giving con’t 

Giving Tuesday 
On November 28, United Methodists will 
once again come together to support the 
work of Advance projects and missionaries 
on UMC #GivingTuesday.  Through The Ad-
vance, United Methodist annual conferences, 
districts, local churches, and organizations, as 
well as individuals and families, may choose 
to support mission programs or mission per-
sonnel with their financial gifts. Each Ad-
vance project has been vetted and approved 
by Global Ministries and Advance staff. For a 
complete list of projects, visit   https://
www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/
About-the-Advance/About-The-Advance. 

 
Five on the Fifth 

December 31 is the fifth Sunday of the 
month.  Please consider including a $5.00 
donation to United Methodist Family Ser-
vices .  Your donations support children in 
need through adoption services, treatment 
foster care, and mental health services.  
 

Box Tops for Education 
Our Missions Team continues to collect Box 
Tops for Red Bird Mission in Kentucky to ben-
efit their schools.  They also collect Tyson 
food labels.  Bins for the box tops and labels 
are located in the black stand across from the 
music room.  For more information on the 
program, please contact Arlene Brown. 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate through fun… 

Breakfast With Santa and Holiday House 
Saturday, December 2 will be our annual 
Breakfast with Santa and Holiday House.  
Plan to join us for a fun morning of pancakes, 
sausage, activities and a visit from the jolly 
old elf himself!  Afterwards, parents can 
leave the little ones for four hours of fun in 
our Holiday House where they will experi-
ence, explore, and create as they move 
through our “Treasures of Christmas” theme.   
Registration required by November 22—
please call Kim or Ida at 748-2612. 

 
New Social/Service Group 

All men and women of the church are invited 
to join together for a variety of social and 
service events.  Upcoming events include: 
 Carillon Park Brewery Tour and Tasting—

Sunday, November 26 from 3:00 to 5:30 
p.m. 

 22Three Shooting Range—Wednesday, De-
cember 13 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

 Prepare Dinner for Interfaith Hospitality 
Network guests and  play card games—
Thursday, December 28 from 5:00 to 8:30 
pm. 

For more details and to RSVP, please contact 
Brian Schlise. 

 
Continued 
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Movie Night 
The next Movie Night will be on Friday, De-
cember 8.  You enjoy a night out, while the 
kids enjoy a night in at the church!  Space is 
limited to 50 children, so call or email (748-
2612 or kimfumc@gmail.com) to secure a 
spot for your children. Everything is included 
in the $10 per child price: pizza, drinks, pop-
corn. 
Drop off details: 
 We open the doors for drop off at 5:45 

p.m.  Please enter through the front 
doors of the church.  

 Have your children stay with you until we 
have collected your registration forms 
and payment, and have given them a 
name tag.  If you have your forms already 
filled out, this should go quickly. 

What happens after you leave: 
 Adult and teen volunteers help supervise 

the evening.  We should have a 1-8 ratio. 
 Pizza and drinks are served as soon as 

you leave, and popcorn will follow during 
the full length movie. 

 The kids will enjoy a newly released on 
DVD movie.  

Pick up details: 
 Children MUST be picked up by someone 

on the registration form who has ID. 

 We try to do this in an orderly fashion, so 
we ask that you wait in the lobby as we 
match you up and have you sign them 
out. 

 Please pick up promptly at 9 p.m. 
 
If you have any further questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact Kim Crosen.   

 
 
 
 

Late November Reminder 
 Church Conference  

On Tuesday, November 27, 
all members of FUMC are 
invited to attend our annual 
Church Conference, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Sanctuary. The 
Church Conference is the official decision-
making body for the local congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Youth Bowl A Thon 
Our annual All Youth Bowl A Thon will be held 
on Sunday afternoon, January 21.  Please 
watch for more information in bulletin inserts 
in late December and the January newsletter. 
 

Chili Cook-off 
Fellowship and Family Life’s Annual Chili Cook
-off will be held on Saturday, January 27.  
More details will be in the January news-
letter. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Miami Valley Symphony Orchestra 
Kelly Ronyak invites you to ring in the holi-
days with a concert by the Miami Valley Sym-
phony Orchestra’s Christmas concert.    
The free concert will feature dancers from 
the Gem City Ballet Company and will be a 
the Dayton Masonic Center on Saturday, De-
cember 16 at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.  
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Tuesday Bible Study 
The Tuesday morning Bible study will conclude 
their study of the book of James in late No-
vember.  In December, the class will meet only 
on the 12th at Jacque Pickett’s for a Christmas 
pot luck meal.  They will then begin a new 
study of 1 & 2 Peter and Jude in January.  It is 
a great time to join this class.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Pastor Amy at pastora-
my@ fumcofspringboro.org. 
 

Cornerstone Class 
The Cornerstone Class meets in the music 
room on Sunday mornings at 9:15. During the 
month of December, Jane Cook will lead the 
class in a study of the minor prophets Zachari-
ah and Joel to seek wisdom from the past.  The 
class will not meet Sunday, December 24 and 
31.  For more information on the class, please 
contact Barb Geiger. 

 
Holy Java 

The Holy Java Sunday School class continues 
their study of Max Lucado’s Because of Bethle-
hem. We have the promise that God is always 
near us, always for us, always within us—and 
that we have a friend and Savior in heaven. 
Long after the guests have left, the carolers 
have gone home, and the lights have come 
down, these promises endure. The December 
schedule is as follows: 
December 3 - Session #3 
December 10 - Session #4 
December 17- Christmas Breakfast and orna-
ment exchange  
 

December 24 - No class 
December 31 - No class  
For more information on the Holy Java class, 
please contact Maria Dershem. The class 
meets at 9:15 on Sunday mornings in the Con-
ference Room. 
 

Children’s Sunday School Schedule 
The Children’s Ministry will have Sunday 
School classes on November 26.  However, 
there will not be classes on December 24  
and 31. 

 
 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Eve Program 
Our annual Children’s Christmas program is in 
the works… please let us know if you are will-
ing and able to help in any way with the set, 
scripts, practices, songs, etc.  We need a spe-
cial team for this special service!   
 
December practice schedule: 
 Every Sunday during second service after 

Children’s Moment.  On December 3 there 
will not be practice.  Instead the children 
will “showcase” a number during both 
church services. 

 Wednesday, December 6, 6:30—8:00 
 Wednesday, December 13, 6:30—8:00 
 Wednesday, December 20, 6:30—8:00 
 Friday, December 22, 10:00—12:00—

Dress rehearsal followed by pizza lunch 
Contact Kim Crosen at 748-2612 for more  
information. 
 

SpringboroSpringboroSpringboro   
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Bright  Beginnings Christian Preschool  
In December, the children will focus on the 
first Christmas, the legend of St. Nicholas, 
and the Christian symbols of Christmas.  We 
will have musical performances on Monday, 
December 4 at 6:00 and 7:00 and Tuesday, 
December 5 at 6:00 and 7:00.  Plan on joining 
us!  The children will also enjoy classroom 
parties before breaking for Christmas.  The 
preschool follows the Springboro school 
schedule and will enjoy their last day before 
the holidays on December 21 with classes 
resuming on January 3. 

 
A.C.E.—After-school Christian Enrichment 

Our A.C.E. students are really enjoying our 
worship program called GPS (for Grow Pray 
Serve).  During this time, the children talk 
about the Fruit of the Spirit, their monthly 
Bible verse and watch short videos on char-
acter development.  Finally they fill the Sanc-
tuary with fun songs!  In December, the stu-
dents are participating in the Christmas 
stocking collection for UMCH Family Services 
and local food pantries.  In addition, they will 
learn about Christmas traditions around the 
world.  If you would like to know more about 
our A.C.E. program please contact Kim at 937
-748-2612. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Bright Beginnings  
Christian Preschool! 

For the second year, Bright Beginnings was 
recognized as one of the three best pre-
schools in Dayton by The Dayton Magazine.  
They participated in a November 15 event at 
Dayton Convention Center that spotlighted 
the best of Dayton for a  variety of  
businesses.  Attendees had an opportunity to 
vote between the top three organizations in 
each category to pick The Best of Dayton.  
The magazine will publish the list of winners 
in their February issue which will be on news-
stands in mid-January.  Please join us in wish-
ing Kim Crosen and all the Bright Beginnings 
staff a well earned congratulations! 
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Kids Who Care:  K—2nd grades 
God Squad:  3 & 4th grades 

Contact:  Kim Crosen 
kimfumc@gmail.com, 937-748-2612 

 
Kids Who Care   

We hope you can join us for our upcoming 
Christmas event on Sunday, December 10.   
We will have an old fashioned “Happy Birthday 
Jesus Party” to celebrate Jesus' birth!  Kids 
Who Care should plan on meeting at church 
at 2:30.  Bring a gift of diapers, baby food, etc. 
and a baby picture of yourself (but don’t show 
anyone!).  Please let Kim know if you have any 
questions or would like to help with any of the 
activities. 
 

God Squad 
Join us for our upcoming Christmas event on 
Sunday, December 10.  We will have pizza 
then go caroling and make a joyful noise for all 
to hear!  Please meet at the church at 5:30 for 
pizza and voice prep.  Afterwards, we will head 
out for some Christmas caroling followed up 
with a hot chocolate bar!  We should be done 
about 7:30.  If you have any questions or need 
additional information please contact Kim. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mission 56:  5th & 6th grades 
Jammers:  7th & 8th grades-

Cain.kirby@gmail.com, 937-684-1097 
 
Mission 56 & Junior High Youth & Parents, 
Looking forward to celebrating the birth of 
Christ with you and our FUMC family this 
month.  I hope you will make it a priority to 
join us for the special events – Christmas Par-
ties and special services. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Kirby 
 
Here are the activities planned for the month 
of December: 
 
Weekly Activities 
 Sunday Night Youth Group:  Christmas Par-

ty, see details below. 
 Every Friday – LIFT (Grades 6 - 8):  LIFT 

(Living in Faith Together) meets after school 
until 3:30 p.m. at Springboro Junior High. 

 Every Wednesday Morning - PAW (Prayer & 
Worship) - Springboro Intermediate & Jun-
ior High: 6th, 7th and 8th graders have the 
opportunity to gather with Christian Youth 
at their school for a time of prayer & wor-
ship from 6:45 - 7:20 a.m. Milk and donuts 
provided. 
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December Special Events 
 Sunday, December 3 – "Church, Lunch & 

Fellowship" (Grades 5 – 8):  10:35 a.m. 
Sunday morning service, lunch and giving 
tree shopping.  Pick-up will be around 3:00 
p.m.  One parent volunteer needed to as-
sist with lunch and fellowship time.  

 Tuesday, December 5– Hope House Mis-
sion: Center for Women and Children:  
Provide dinner and games or crafts for the 
women and children of Hope House in Mid-
dletown from 4:45 - 6:30 p.m. Please RSVP 
if you plan on joining us. 

 Friday, December 8 – “Kim’s Movie Night”, 
5:30 – 9:30 pm:  16 youth needed to help 
with this event.  Look for a future e-mail 
explaining how to sign-up. 

 Wednesday, December 13 – Lunch with 
Kirby at Springboro Intermediate: Kirby 
will provide pizza, chips, drinks, and des-
sert. Bring $1 for Faisha. 

 Thursday, December 14 – Lunch with Kirby 
at Springboro Junior High: Kirby will pro-
vide pizza, chips, drinks, and dessert. Bring 
$1 for Faisha. 

 Saturday, December 16 – Mission 56 
Christmas Party:  Join Kirby for the 5:30 
p.m. Saturday evening service.  Pizza, fun, 
games and fellowship after service.  9:00 
p.m. pick-up.  

 Sunday, December 17 – Traveler’s Christ-
mas Eve Service & Youth Group:  Join Kirby 
for the Traveler’s Christmas Eve Service 
followed by our annual Youth Christmas 
Party. Look for a future e-mail with more 
details. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior High Youth: 9th—12 Grades 
Contact:  Brian Schlise 

Brianschlise@habeggercorp.com 
937-748-9711 

 
Our senior high youth will have regular Sun-
day evening meetings on December 3 and 
10.  On the 17th, we will hold our Christmas 
party.  Please bring an appetizer or dessert to 
share and a wrapped white elephant gift for 
a fun exchange. 
 
We are also trying to make arrangements for 
either a winter retreat or a lock-in during the 
Christmas school break.  Please watch for 
text updates as details get confirmed. 
 

 

 

 

Jr. 
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Volunteer Opportunities  
Please contact Rebecca in the church office (748-
2612 or rebeccafumc@gmail.com), unless otherwise 
noted, if you are interested in any of these volunteer 
opportunities. 

 Kroger Community Rewards Program:  
Please register our church as your Kroger 
Plus Community Rewards recipient.  
Through the program, we earn a quarterly 
check based on your purchases at no cost 
to you.  Money earned goes to our First 
Steps Campaign.  Questions, please contact 
Mariel Pesavento. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Crotchetiers and  
knitters are needed to make prayer shawls 
for those in our church experiencing a diffi-
cult time in their life.  The finished shawls 
will be blessed.  If interested, contact Sonia 
Dermis.  

 Loaves and Fishes Ministry:  Our church is 
blessed to have a Loaves and Fishes Minis-
try which provides meals for church mem-
bers at critical family times.  If you are in-
terested in providing meals on an occasion-
al basis or would like more information, 
please contact Tina Yeamans. 

 Dorothy Lane Market Good Neighbor Pro-
gram:  This program allows the church to 
earn money based on your spending at 
DLM.  Just  complete a Good Neighbor 
Form and designate our church.  We are 
listed as First United Methodist Church – 
Springboro and our program ID is 815. You 
can find the forms in any DLM stores or 
online at: www.dorothylane. com/clubdlm/
goodneighbor.pl.   Re-registration is needed 
each year. 

 Fellowship Hosting:  The Fellowship Com-
mittee is looking for volunteers who want 
to help us with just one or two events per 

year (e.g. Chili Cook-off, Rally Day, etc.).  If 
interested, please contact Rebecca in the 
church office.  

 Cookies:  If you are interested in providing 
treats for fellowship time between the ser-
vices, there is a sign-up sheet on the fellow-
ship table or through the Church Needs link 
in Pastor Amy’s weekly e-mail.  Treats do 
not need to be homemade or be cookies— 
any treat is welcome. We also appreciate 
the weekly donations being made to help 
off-set our expenses. 

 Gordon Food Service:  If you are shopping 
at GFS for the church, please be sure to let 
them know we are part of the Gordon Go! 
program, which earns points for future dis-
counts off purchases.  We are listed as 
Springboro First United Methodist Church 
(account #2038279).  Please note, purchas-
es have to be for the church.  Points cannot 
be earned on personal purchases. 

 
Franklin Food Pantry 

The Pantry at Franklin Area Community Ser-
vices continues to assist many people facing 
personal and financial hardships.  The Pantry 
is in need of more volunteers to keep this 
safety net in our community strong.  They 
have volunteer opportunities each weekday 
morning and afternoon and Wednesday eve-
nings.  To learn more or want to volun-
teer, please call or email the Director, Terry 
Coyle at  937-746-7791  or  facs@Ameritech. 
net. 

http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
tel:(937)%20746-7791
mailto:facs@Ameritech.net
mailto:facs@Ameritech.net
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Volunteer Opportunities Continued 

Ride Needed 
As many of you know, Beverly Thomas loves 
to greet before second service once a month.  
And we all enjoy receiving her hugs and 
smiles!  During the winter months she is una-
ble to drive herself due to vision limitations in 
the winter weather.  We are in need of some-
one who would be willing to bring Bev to 
church on the first Sunday of the month so 
she can arrive by 10:00.  She lives in the 
Settlers Walk area.  If you are able to help 
out, please call Bev. Thank you! 

 
 

Senior  
Volunteers 

Needed 
Warren County 
Community 
Services has 
multiple oppor-
tunities for vol-
unteers age  
55 and older through their RSVP Volunteer 
Program.  These include working with: 
  Warren County Genealogical Society,  
 AARP Tax-Aide Program, 
 Hospice of Butler and Warren Counties, 
 Warren County Head Start, 
 Warren County Adult New Readers pro-

gram, 
 Lifespan Guardian Friendly Visitor program, 
 and at several local schools. 
 
If you are interested in any of these opportu-
nities, please contact the RSVP Volunteer Pro-
gram at 513-695-2252.   

 
 

For additional giving and service  
opportunities, please see pages 11-12. 

 
Resources for those in need 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medical Driver Ministry 
If you find you need someone to drive you to 
and/or from a medical appointment, our 
church offers a Medical Driver Ministry.  This 
ministry is a free gift of love to members and 
friends with no charge or fee.  We look for-
ward to providing medical transportation 
whenever and wherever needed.  To schedule 
a medical driver, please contact Harold Mas-
teller.   

 
Caregiver Resource Group 

Hospice Care of Middletown, The Woodlands 
of Middletown and Catholic Charities have 
joined forces to offer a caregiver support 
group.  The group meets on the third Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the 
second floor activity room of The Woodlands 
of Middletown, 3000 McGee Ave, Mid-
dletown.  For more information, please con-
tact Care Line at 513-869-4483. 
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Personal Thank You’s 
I would like to thank the church members for 
the lovely cards, phone calls and the prayers I 
have received from them for the deaths in my 
family and the illness I have gone through, 
also my birthday. 
 
Many, many thanks, 
-  Dottie Logan 

 
Pancake Dinner and Breakfast 

Thank you to everyone who supported our 
Youth Group’s pancake dinner and breakfast.  
The youth raised over $400 to be used for 
their mission trip.  And thank you to the youth 
of our church for providing us with an excel-
lent meal!  
 

Church Bazaar and Luncheon   
Many thanks to everyone who helped with 
our Christmas Bazaar this year.  It was a great 
opportunity to show our community the spirit 
of giving that lives in our church and to raise 
funds for Women In Faith’s missions for the 
coming year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Boy Scout Troop 7 News 
 Boy Scout Troop 7 (chartered by FUMC) has 
announced a transition at Scoutmaster. After 
five years Mr. Kevin Logemann is stepping 
down from Scoutmaster to Assistant Scout-
master, and Mr. Stephen Balek has been wel-
comed as the new Scoutmaster. Please be in 
prayer for this time of transition. 
  
Troop 7 held their fall Court of Honor on No-
vember 9th. Oliver Buten, Lukas Janz, Nathan 
Neumann, Nicholas Neumann and Ben Rich-
ardson all received their Scout Rank 
Badge.  Tommy Eckert and Lukas Janz  re-
ceived their Tenderfoot Rank Badge. Alexan-
der Richert and William Sander received their 
2nd Class Rank Badge. Naveen Kamath re-
ceived his 1st Class Rank Badge. Alex Geiger, 
Jacob Hams and Alex Hery received their Star 
Rank Badge. Silas Myers and Solomon Myers 
received their Life Rank Badges. 
  
Alex Grotjan, Jacob Hams and Andrew Wilson 
received the National Outdoors Award for 
Camping.  There were 81 merit badges earned 
by the various scouts in the Troop since the 
spring Court of Honor. 
  
Please congratulate any of the Scouts you 
may know that have earned these awards. 
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Celebrating a December Birthday 

 5:   Steve & Leslie Haines 

 7:   David & Carol Finney 

18:  Ed & Vicki Kuhn 

19:  Todd & Lynda Smith 

28:  Mark & Jennifer Smith 

31:  Amanda & Jeremy Hansman 

Celebrating a December Anniversary  

  1:  Ashley Bernatz 

  4:  Gary Kline, Bill Wenzel 
  6:  John Stalcup, Timothy Haines 

  8:  Mark Bernatz 

  9:  Cindy Kline 

10:  Rachel Haines 

11:  Ryan Pesavento 

13:  Nathan Haines 

14:  Suzanne Allen, Lillian Preston, 
       Bob Arndt, Martha Rutherford 
 

16:  Adam Stafford 

18:  Emmy Shetterly Sibert, Chris Koczak 

19:  Adam Thomas 

22: Lucille Delaney 

26: George Walling, Jim Scott 

      Christopher Bernatz 

28: Vicki Kuhn, Steven Stalcup 

29: Joyce Pence 

30: Nancy Siudzinski 
31:  Michael Todd 

December Volunteers 

 Liturgists Acolytes Cookies Altar Flowers 

Dec. 3 Open 
Kristy Shetterly 

Noah Townsend 
Paige Veren 

Open Marjorie Poff 
Becky Pickett 

Dec. 10 Open 
Beverly Haun 

Open 
Dean Dershem 

Open David & Carol 
Finney 

Dec. 17 n/a—Cantata 
n/a—Cantata 

n/a—Cantata 
n/a—Cantata 

Open Christmas  
Poinsettias 

Dec. 24 
9:15 
10:35 
7:30 
10:30 
 

 
Christmas Play 
Christmas Play 
Doug Dean 
Doug Dean 

 
Christmas Play 
Christmas Play 
Dean Dershem  
Open 

Open Christmas  
Poinsettias 

Dec. 31 
(10:00 only) 

Jane Gregg Open Open Open 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary,  
please let the church office know so we can add you to our list.   



First United Methodist Church of Springboro 
“Keeping First Things First!” 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” 

   Matthew 6:33 
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