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A word from Pastor Amy….       
 

I have never been one to make new year’s resolutions—probably because I cannot keep them 
past February! However, I do like to spend some time reflecting on the year past, and dreaming 
for the year ahead.  
 

Looking back… 
 Where have I experienced God in my life, in my family, and in my ministry? 
 Where have I failed to follow God’s way? 

 In what ways have I stepped out in faith?  
As I look back at 2016, God has provided me with some very unique experiences of the global 
church. I was honored to be a part of the choir from First UMC, Van Wert, OH as they sang for 
the opening service of the United Methodist General Conference in Portland in May. We joked 
we were the “everyday” choir between the Korean opera singers from Italy and the college 
singers from NC. I am thankful I had the opportunity to worship with the delegates of the World 
Methodist Conference in Dallas in August. One experience broke my heart at the strong divi-
sions that threaten to break us apart; the other gave me hope that the church will continue be-
cause God is still God, regardless of affiliation.  
 

In between these experiences God called me to change appointments. While unexpected, I  be-
lieve with all of my heart that being with you is where God has called me to be for this season.   
 

Looking ahead… 

 What is one way I can deepen my walk with Jesus? 
 How am I caring for my soul, my family, my ministry?  
 What hopes, dreams and prayers do I have for the year ahead? 
As 2017 dawns, my family and I are still settling into new routines. I am still working my way 
through learning the traditions and space sharing concerns at the church as well as getting to 
know all of you, beginning with remembering names.   Yet God is also laying on my heart hopes 
and dreams and challenges for our life together, to draw us closer to God, closer to one anoth-
er, and closer to the community around us. What that really looks like, only God knows at this 
time. Yet I trust God to guide us forward into the future so that we are a beacon of light and life 
and love.  
 

Will you join me in praying for the year ahead, and praying for God’s Spirit to guide us?  Will you 
join me in intentional worship and study, service and fellowship as the community of faith 
known as First UMC of Springboro?  Will you join me in keeping First Things First, seeking first 
God’s ways in 2017? 
 

Happy New Year!  
Pastor Amy 
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Worship In January 
 

January 1 
Characters of Christmas 

Message:  Wise Men 
Scripture:  Matthew 2:1-12 

 
January 7/8—Holy Communion 

Message:  A Time to Be Renewed 
Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8,  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

January 14/15 
Message:  Come and See 

(Rev. Douglas Dean preaching) 
Scripture:  John 1:35-40 

 
Sermon on the Mount Series 

January 21/22 
Message:  Choose Blessedness 

Scripture:  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

January 28/29 
Message: Choose Light 

Matthew 5:13-20 
 
 
 

 

 

EventsEventsEvents   
 

  3:  5th—8th Hope House Mission 

  3:  Staff Parish Relations Committee 

  4:  Bright Beginnings Classes Resume 

  4:  Choir and Bells Practices 

  8:  All Youth Bowl-a-Thon 

  9:  Prayer Team  

  9:  Covenant Bible Study 

  9:  First Steps Committee 

  9:  Administrative Council 

 10  Women in Faith Bible Study 

 10:  Stephen Ministers 

 10:  Finance Team 

 11:  Choir and Bells Practices 

 15:   7th—12th Youth Group  

 16:  Prayer Team 

 16:  Covenant Bible Study 

 16:  Mission Team 

 17:  Tuesday Bible Study  

 17:  Trustees 

 18:  Clearcreakers 

 18:  Wonderful Wednesday 

 18:  Choir/Bells Practices 

 19:  6th Grade Lunch with Kirby  

 20:  Junior High Youth Lock-In 

 22:  9th—12th Youth Group  

 23:  Prayer Team 

 23:  Covenant Bible Study 

 24:  Tuesday Bible Study  

 24:  Stephen Ministers 

 25:  Wonderful Wednesday 

 25:  Choir and Bells Practices 

 26:  Jr. High Lunch with Kirby 

 28:  District Training Day 

 28:  Chili Cook Off and Game Night 

 29:  Mission 56 Church, Lunch, Fellowship 

 29:  7th—12th Youth Group 

 30:  Covenant Bible Study 

 30:  United Methodist Men 

 31:  Tuesday Bible Study  
Details found in this newsletter 
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Lay Leader Report 
2017.  Hard to accept this as the current year.  
Time is indeed flying by.  One of the sure 
signs of my advancing age is that our daugh-
ter, Leah, recently turned 39.  Seems like I 
just turned 39 myself.  But no, I am the father 
of one who is 39.  I certainly am glad that I 
have an eternal home where age and year 
have no significance. 
 

During Advent I participated in a district-wide 
study looking at Five Questions of Christmas.  
I was blessed by this class and will consider in 
turn, offering this class to our people during 
Advent 2017. 
 

The annual Ohio River Valley district day of 
training will be January 28, 2017.  This train-
ing event is coordinated by our district staff 
and will look at strategic planning.  The key-
note speaker will address the topic of clarify-
ing our vision.  In addition to this address, 
there will be small group discussions on 
Stewardship, Evangelism, Discipleship, and 
even church legal issues.  The event will be 
held at Armstrong Chapel United Methodist 
Church, in Madeira.  All are invited to attend 
and those in leadership positions are encour-
age to attend. 
 

Then on March 17 – 18, our district will offer 
three Lay Servant Ministry training classes:  
The Basic (Introduction) class, United Meth-
odist Polity class and a new class on aging 
entitled Aging and Ministry in the 21st Centu-
ry.  The Polity class is required for those who 
seek to become Certified Lay Speakers and 
addresses church structure and governance.  

Yes, I have taken this class in the past.  This 
offering will be led by Bill Smith, one of our 
district co-lay leaders.  The Aging class is in-
tended to help churches form ministries to 
address the needs of an aging population and 
church membership.  While this is a for-credit 
“advanced” Lay Servant Ministry class, any-
one with an interest in this topic is invited to 
attend. The Friday session will occur in the 
evening while the Saturday class will run from 
8:30 to 4:00.  All of these classes will be held 
at near-by Mason United Methodist Church 
on March 17 – 18, 2017. 
 

I will attend the March 17 – 18 classes and 
can help anyone with transportation, but Car-
ol and I will be out of the country on the Jan-
uary 28 training day. 
 

Stay warm, welcome the new year, and may 
2017 be a year of health, happiness and spir-
itual growth for the good people of FUMC. 
 

Happy New Year! 
David Finney, Certified Lay Minister 
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District Annual Leadership Training Day  
On January 28, 2017, the Ohio River Valley 
District will have a training day for church 
leaders.  The focus of this day will be 
“Mapping a Strategy for the Future” featuring 
a key note address and workshops. 
 
The training will take place at Armstrong 
Chapel, 5125 Drake Road, Cincinnati, OH 
45253.  It runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
The $10 price includes materials, continental 
breakfast and lunch.  More details to come in 
January 

 
Fellowship Time 

A new January and February sign-up sheet for 
providing treats and hosting fellowship time 
between Sunday services is now available for 
scheduling.  We all enjoy this time of fellow-
ship so we encourage anyone who would like 
to provide cookies, donuts or other home-
made or store bought treats to please sign-up 
for one of the upcoming Sundays.  Treats 
should be dropped off in the kitchen by 9:00 
a.m.  We ask for two people to provide 3 doz-
en cookies/treats each.  You may also sign up 
on line at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b054aaaaf2ba46-church7. 
 
 
 
 
 

Wonderful Wednesdays  
After a short break during the holidays, Won-
derful Wednesdays will resume again on Jan-
uary 18.  The evening includes dinner at 6:00, 
a short time of tableside devotional from 
6:45 to 6:55 and then break out study groups 
for all ages from 7:00 to 8:00.    
 
As in the fall, we will have a selection of top-
ics for the break out groups.  The selections 
for the second session of Wonderful Wednes-
day  (which runs January 18 to February 22) , 
include: 
 Revival—See page 11 for detailed de-

scription 

 Kids Club  for ages 4 through 4th grade 
 Mission 56 (5th—8th grade) and Junior 

High  
 High School (9th –12th grade) 

 Choir and Bells Practices 
 Nursery for the youngest attendees 
We hope you will join us for great food, wor-
ship, small groups and fellowship!   

 
   Church Records and Keys 

Any church members who have been serving 
in leadership roles requiring them to keep 
church records or have a church key, please 
remember to pass them on to members who 
may be taking over your role in the new year.  
If you are passing on a key, please notify Re-
becca in the church office (748-2612 or re-
beccafumc@gmail.com) so that we have up-
to-date records of members with keys.   
 
Also, if you have a church key which is rarely 
used, please consider returning it to the 
church office.  We have front door keys avail-
able to be loaned out when needed on an 
occasional basis.   
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2017 Flower Calendar 
We thank everyone for their support in provid-

ing Sanctuary flowers each week.  The flower 

calendar for 2017 is now available for sign-ups.  

It is located on the table just outside the Sanc-

tuary in Fellowship Hall.  You are welcome to 

sign up in honor or in memory of a loved one.  

Please make sure you print all the information 

clearly to ensure we can put the correct infor-

mation in the bulletin.  Flowers are $20 per 

request.  Payment can be made by placing an 

envelope in the offering plate.  Please be sure 

to mark the envelope “Flowers” and include 

your name and the date for which you are pur-

chasing flowers so we can track payments.   If 

you provide your own flowers, there is no fee 

but we do ask that you let the church office 

know by the Tuesday before the weekend ser-

vices. 

Church Office Closed 
The church office will be closed on Monday, 
December 26 and Monday, January 2.  Hours 
may also be limited on the days between 
Christmas and New Years.  Please call ahead if 
you need to be in the church building during 
that time. In addition, the office will be closed 
on Monday, January 16 for Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day. 

 
First Steps Campaign 

As of December 11, we have received 
$113,521 towards paying off the mortgage of 
our church.  Your generous contributions in 
conjunction with escrow funds and a planned 
2017 donation from Bright Beginnings Chris-
tian Preschool mean we only have $11,479 left 
to pay.  Watch for news in 2017 of a much an-
ticipated mortgage burning!   

FUMC 2017 Budget 
Thank you for your continued faithful giving to 
God through First UMC.  Without your tithes 
and offerings, we could not reach as far, touch 
as many, or offer as much.  As we enter 2017, 
we want to provide you with an overview of 
FUMC’s budget for the year, approved by Fi-
nance and Administrative Council.  Our total 
spending is projected to be approximately 
$320,000.  This spending can be categorized 
into eight general areas: 
 Worship—We gather weekly for worship 

to praise God, focus on God’s word and 
connect with one another.  These expens-
es include music, communion and worship 
supplies as well as salaries for musicians 
and a portion of Pastor Amy’s salary and 
benefits.   

 Connectional/Mission—Our apportioned 
giving supports mission and ministry 
through our district, conference and the 
global United Methodist church, from 
training events to church camps to Africa 
University.  The amount is determined by 
the conference based on our membership 
and operating expenses.   

 Youth Ministry—FUMC has a vibrant youth 
ministry that seeks to build up the next  
generation of God’s disciples.  These ex-
penses pay for the services of our two 
youth directors as well as program costs 
for youth programs for all grades.   

 Education—Growing as disciples is a cradle 
to grave journey.  These expenses  assist 
with curriculum, VBS, and salaries for chil-
dren and adult education as well as nurse-
ry care.   

 
Continued on next page 
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2017 Budget Continued 

 Leadership—As she leads our church 
family in following God and God’s ways, a 
portion of Pastor Amy’s salary and bene-
fits are in this category as well as funding 
for staff training.   

 Administration—There are many expens-
es to keep the church functioning admin-
istratively.  These expenses include such 
items as office supplies, copiers, postage, 
FICA and administrative salaries, includ-
ing a portion of  Pastor Amy’s salary and 
benefits. 

 Facility—Our church has been entrusted 
with our building, parsonage, and church 
property as a base from which to reach 
out to our community and our world.  
These expenses include utilities, repairs 
and maintenance salaries.   A portion of  
this category is  offset by a monthly pay-
ment from Bright Beginnings Christian 
Preschool.    

 Outreach and Membership Care—
Hospitality, Stephen Ministers, Fellow-
ship and Family Life and general commu-
nication are all ways we strengthen our 
connections with one another. 

The pie chart below provides a graphical de-
piction of our budget expenditures. 
 
Thank you for your faithful financial commit-
ments.  Please note that this budget projects 
a shortfall based on past receipts.  Yet if we 
are intentional and generous in our future 
giving, God can and will work through us in 
life-changing ways here in Springboro and 
around the world.  May we worship God 
through our giving. 
 
Copies of our line item budget are available 
upon request in the church office.   
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Church Groups Meetings/Schedules 
 

Women In Faith 
Women in Faith will not meet in January.  
Their first meeting of the new year will 
be February 4, 2017 when they will make 
plans for their traditional Cookie Walk. WIF 
invites all women of the church to join us the 
first Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall, beginning in February.  
 
WIF would like to thank our church communi-
ty for all their support for our Bazaar.  We 
could not have been as successful without 
your monetary gifts for supplies, your food 
donations for both the Cafe and the Country 
Store, your donations for Grandma's Attic 
and especially your hard physical work the 
day before and the day of.  Because of all this 
support we are able to donate $1,698.50 
(half of our profit) to the First Steps campaign 
for mortgage reduction.  This, along will pre-
vious donations this year, brings the total WIF 
donated to this project to $5,115.82.  It is 
amazing what we can achieve when we come 
together as a church community. God bless! 
 
If you would like any information on the 
group, please contact Judy Cook. 
 
 
 

United Methodist Men 
David Finney is responsible for organizing a 
United Methodist Men event to be held early 
in 2017.  Details are still being formulated, 
but please feel free to ask about this event. 
Until that occurs, look for monthly Bible 

study with the January study occurring on 

January 30 at 7:00. 

 

Clearcreakers Senior Group  

The Clearcreakers Senior Group will meet 
on January 18 at 11:30 in Fellowship 
Hall (weather permitting*).  We will have a 
Potluck Lunch. Please bring a casserole, salad, 
or dessert to share.  Also, please remember 
to bring your own eating utensils. The pro-
gram for this month will be a fun time 
of White Elephant Gift Exchange. Please bring 
an old or new or re-gifted wrapped item 
and take part in the fun. Try to join us for 
some good food, fun, and fellowship. 
Questions, call: Linda Tennant  or Martha 
Rutherford . 
 
*We follow same weather closing rules as the 
Springboro Schools. 
. 

Other Group Meeting Dates 
Jan. 3—SPRC 

January 9—First Steps Committee 
January 9—Admin. Council 

January 10—Finance 
January 10 & 24—Stephen  

Ministers 
January 16—Mission Team 

Jan. 17—Trustees 
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EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS 

 
All Youth Bowl-a-Thon 

Our annual All Youth Bowl-a-Thon will be 
held on Sunday afternoon, January 8.  This 
event provides an opportunity for all the chil-
dren of the church (from K-12th grade) to  
get together for an afternoon of fun and fel-
lowship while raising funds for missions.  This 
year we will be at Poelking Lanes by the Day-
ton Mall from 2:00 to 4:00 fro K-4th grade 
and 2:00 to 5:00 for 5th-12th grades.   If you 
would like more information, please contact 
Kim Crosen, Kirby Cain or Brian Schlise/ 

 
Chili Cook-Off and Game Night 

Get your aprons out, your best chili recipe 
ready, grab your favorite game and join us on 
Saturday, January 28 for our annual Chili 
Cook-off and Game Night. We will have prizes 
for the best tasting, the most creative presen-
tation, etc.  Each entrant will need to provide 
their own 4x4 card table (decorated of 
course!) and chili cooked up and brought in 
warm (there aren’t enough outlets for every-
one’s crockpots).  Family Life Committee will 
provide hot dogs and drinks.  If you’re not a 
chili cook, just bring a side or dessert to 
share.  We could also use donations of prizes.  
If you have a gift card or a small prize gift, 
please drop it by the church office.  Come 
early for worship at 5:30. The dinner will 
begin at 6:30.  If you can help with this event, 
please contact Katie Veren. Thanks!  

 

 

 

Late December Reminders 
 

Children’s Christmas  Play Rehearsal 
 Wednesday, December 21, 6:30—8:00 

 Friday, December 23, 10:00—12:00:  
Dress rehearsal followed by pizza lunch.   

 
Christmas Eve Services 

 4:30 p.m. Children’s service  
 7:30 p.m.—Candlelight service with choir 
 10:30 p.m.—Candlelight service with  com-
munion 
 
Christmas Day and New Years Day Services 

We will have one Sunday worship service on 
December 25 and January 1 at 10:35 a.m. 
each day.   There will not be any Sunday 
School classes offered those days.   

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network families 
will be with us December 20 to January 1.  
Please consider giving the gift of your time in 
preparing meals or doing activities with the 
children or most importantly, being an over-
night host or hostess.  Please contact Jennifer 
Fry or sign up online at http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/60b054 
aaaaf2ba46-interfaith6. 
 

In addition to giving your time, we have a 
milk jug available to collect cash for inciden-
tals like milk and other supplies.   
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When Helping Hurts, New Lenten Study  
The Mission Committee is in the process of 
evaluating our past and developing a new 
path forward for Missions. We have reflected 
on our past Church mission work and found 
our generous congregation donates to a lot 
of amazing causes throughout the entire 
year! However, it is important for our com-
mittee to think about the future plan for our 
mission work. God calls us to constantly think 
and act in a way that helps not only our 
church family but the local, national, and in-
ternational community, especially the vulner-
able and marginalized.    
 
As part of our efforts to transform the mis-

sion work of FUMC, we will be undertaking a 

six week Lenten study, When Helping Hurts.  

All are invited to join this study to be led by 

Vicki Robinson.  This is not a new program. It 

is a study that helps us rethink how we apply 

the gospel in a broken world. The book and 

study lays out the biblical principles and com-

munity based practices for transforming our 

good intentions into lasting change. We hope 

you will join us on this exciting new journey 

that will have lasting change in our communi-

ty. Please contact Rebecca to sign up for the 

course.   

February 12 is Scout Sunday 
All scouts are invited to wear their uniforms 
and attend worship on Sunday, February 12.  
The Boy Scouts will help lead and be empha-
sized in the 9:15 service.  The Girl Scouts and 

Cub Scouts will help lead and be emphasized 
in the 10:35 service.  Please contact Tracy 
Stull if you have a scout who would like to 
help as a greeter, liturgist, or usher.     

 
Women in Faith Cookie Walk 

The Women in Faith will sponsor a  Cookie/
Cupcake Walk in February.  A variety of cook-
ies and cupcakes will be displayed  after the 
Saturday service and after both services on 
Sunday.  WIF is also asking for donations of 
baked goods so we hope you will get out 
your aprons and bake some delicious cookies 
or cupcakes!  Please watch for more details 
in the February newsletter.  Thank you!! 
 

 
 
 
 

Miami Valley Symphony Orchestra 
Kelly Ronyak invites you to upcoming con-
certs at Kettering Seventh Day Adventist 
Church: 

  Sunday February 26, 2017 at 3:00 pm  
Don’t miss this concert with masterworks 
and  international soloist, Eric Street.  Piec-
es include Mozart—Cosi fan tutti Overture, 
Mozart—Symphony No. 40, Beethoven—
Emperor Piano Concerto No. 5 featuring 
Eric Street 

  Sunday April 30, 2017 at 3:00 pm  
Our “Invitation to the Dance” concert fea-
tures many great orchestral works that 
were written for dance or inspired by 
dance, including:  Weber—Invitation to the 
Dance, Saint-Saëns—Danse Macabre, Dvo-
rak—selected Slavonic Dances , and 
Ponchielli—Dance of the Hours, Liszt—
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2 
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New Wonderful Wednesday Class—Revival! 
There is a movement afoot. People are yearn-
ing for faith that is alive and healthy. We seek 
fresh, powerful, Spirit-filled faith. The same 
thing happened to the Methodist Church 
years ago. It began with the Wesley brothers, 
John and Charles. And it seems to be happen-
ing again-- in a new form, but the same enliv-
ening of hope and Spirit. Want to know what 
happened? Want to get a taste of faith new-
born?   Join Pastor Doug on Wednesday 
nights, beginning January 18, for "REVIVAL: 
Faith as Wesley Lived It" Six weeks of gather-
ing. A lifetime of believing. 

 
Tuesday Bible Study 

The Tuesday morning Bible study will begin a 
new study in January.  They will study the 
Gospel of James using  The Early Christian 
Letters for Everyone as the class book and the 
study guide James, both by N.T. Wright  The 
book and study guide can be ordered from 
Rebecca in the church office (937-748-2612 
or rebeccafumc@gmail.com ).  The cost is 
$20 which can be paid when the books are 
picked up.  The class will resume their studies 
on January 17 at 10:00 in the Music Room.  If 
you have not previously participated in a 
weekday study and would like to, this is a 
great time to start! 
 
 

Covenant Bible Study 
Pastor Doug Dean’s Covenant Bible Study  
class will resume on January 9 at 7:00 in the 
conference room.   Covenant is an in-depth 
group bible study in which participants read 
and discuss the Bible together, learning how 
to love God, and each other, better.   
 

Cornerstone Class 
The Cornerstone Class meets in the music 
room on Sunday mornings at 9:15. During the 
month of January, Barbara Geiger will lead 
the class in a four week study of various Bible 
verses that mention doors and the way these 
verses represent “doors” encountered in 
both spiritual lives and day to day living.   
Please note, the class will not meet Sunday, 
January 1.  For more information on the class, 
please contact Barb Geiger. 

 
Holy Java 

The Holy Java Sunday School class will re-
sume meeting on January 8.  They will begin a 
new study at that time.  Please watch bulletin 
insert for details.  For more information on 
the Holy Java class, please contact Maria Der-
shem. The class meets at 9:15 on Sunday 
mornings in the Conference Room. 
 

Children’s Sunday School Schedule 
The Children’s Ministry will not have classes 
on December 25 and January 1. 
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Kids Who Care:  K—2nd grades 
God Squad:  3 & 4th grades 

Contact:  Kim Crosen 
kimfumc@gmail.com, 937-748-2612 

 
Kids Who Care   

On January 8 , we will join with all the youth of 
the church in a Bowl-A-Thon to raise money 
for missions.  This will be a joint activity for all 
the youth of the church (kindergarten through 
12th grade).  The event will be held at Poelking 
Lanes by the Dayton Mall from 2:00—4:00 
p.m.   Watch for an e-mail with more details. 
 

God Squad 
On January 8, we will have a Bowl-A-Thon to 
raise money to contribute to missions and ac-
tivities.  This will be a joint activity for all the 
youth of the church (kindergarten through 
12th grade).  We’ll be at Poelking Lanes by the 
Dayton Mall from 2:00—4:00 p.m.   We will 
need some parent volunteers to attend this 
event.   
 
At the end of the month (January 21 and 28), 
we will be taking orders for sandwiches from 
the congregation.  Orders will delivered on 
February 5—Super Bowl Sunday.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission 56:  5th & 6th grades 
Jammers:  7th & 8th grade 

Contact:  Kirby Cain 
Cain.kirby@gmail.com, 937-684-1097 

 
Mission 56 & Junior High Youth & Parents, 
It is my hope and prayer that you experienced 
great joy during the Christmas Season.  Let’s 
come together and make 2017 an awesome 
year of worship, fellowship and community 
within our church and youth group.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
Kirby 
 
Here are the activities planned for January: 
Weekly Activities 
 Sunday Night Youth Group: Sunday Night 

Youth Group will be on Sundays, January 15 
and 29. 

 Wonderful Wednesdays:  Wonderful 
Wednesdays begin on Wednesday, January 
18.  

 Every Friday – LIFT (Grades 6 - 8):  LIFT 
(Living in Faith Together) meets after school 
until 3:30 p.m. at Springboro Junior High. 

 Every Wednesday Morning - PAW (Prayer & 
Worship): 6th, 7th and 8th graders have the 
opportunity to gather with Christian Youth 
at their school for a time of prayer and wor-
ship from 6:45 - 7:20 a.m. Milk and donuts 
provided. 
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January Special Events 

 Tuesday, January 3 – Hope House Mission: 
Center for Women and Children:  Provide 
dinner and games or crafts for the women 
and children of Hope House in Middletown 
from 5:00 - 6:45 p.m.   Meet at church at 
4:15.  Please RSVP if you plan on joining 
us. 

 Sunday, January 8 – FUMC Children and 
Youth Bowl-a-Thon:  2:00—5:00 p.m.,  
Poelking Lanes by the Dayton Mall.  Pizza 
and drinks provided.  

 Thursday, January 19 – Lunch with Kirby at 
Springboro Intermediate: Kirby will bring 
drinks and dessert.  Youth are asked to 
pack their lunch. 

 Friday, January 20 – Junior High Youth 
Lock-In:  Our annual Lock-In will begin at 
8:00 p.m. and pick-up will be 8:00 a.m. Sat-
urday morning.  Look for future e-mail with 
details.   

 Thursday, January 26 – Lunch with Kirby at 
Springboro Junior High: Kirby will bring 
drinks and dessert.  Youth are asked to 
pack their lunch. 

 Sunday, January 29 – “Church, Lunch, and 
Fellowship” (Mission 56 Only):  10:35 a.m. 
Sunday morning service, lunch and a time 
of fun and fellowship.  Pick-up will be 
around 3:00 p.m.  One parent volunteer 
needed to assist with lunch and fellowship 
time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Senior High Youth: 9th—12 Grades 

Contact:  Brian Schlise 
Brianschlise@habeggercorp.com 

937-748-9711 
 
Our senior high youth will have regular Sun-
day evening meetings on January 15, 22, and 
29.  On the 8th, we will participate in the All 
Youth Bowl-a-Thon from 2:00 to 5:00 at Poel-
king Lanes by the Dayton Mall.  Beginning 
January 18, Wonderful Wednesdays return.  
As in the past, we will have a break out ses-
sion for the senior high youth.   
 
 

We cannot always build  

a future for our youth,  

but we can always build  

our youth for the future. 

 

~Franklin D. Roosevelt 



From  Pastor Suzanne.. . 
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Bright Beginnings Buzz 
In December, the children focused on the first 
Christmas, the start of St. Nicholas, and the 
Christian symbols of Christmas.  We wanted 
them to know that God loves us so much that 
he gave us the greatest gift of all…Jesus!!  The 
children celebrated Jesus’ birth with parties, 
various activities and performed a Christmas 
program called “Christmas in Our Jammies”.   
 
In January the children will be learning about 
winter and weather.  Ice painting, snowflakes, 
opposites, winter wear and more will be dis-
cussed as the children learn about their envi-
ronment and the world around them.  The Bi-
ble verse for the month is  “There will always 
be cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 
night.” (Genesis 8:22).  In addition, they will 
learn about Joy, their January Fruit of the  
Spirit and will join Pastor Amy in Children’s 
Church.   
 

2016-2017 Registration 
Bright Beginnings registration for the 2017-
2018 school year will be held in late January 
for current students.  Church families and peo-
ple on the wait list will be able to register in 
early to mid February.    If you are interested, 
please contact Kim Crosen as soon as possible 
to get information on the pre-school and to 
arrange a tour.  Kim can be reached at 748-
2612 or kimfumc@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A.C.E. 
Our A.C.E. kids have had a busy December.  
They learned about Christmas traditions in 
Scandinavia.  In January, they will study Oce-
ania with “trips” to New Zealand and Fiji.  At 
the end of January, they are going to partner 
with the Cornerstone Class to make valentines 
for veterans.  If you would like to know more 
about our A.C.E. program, please contact Kim 
Crosen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Several times a year, Bright Beginnings holds 
special education sessions for the parents of 
the students.  These are at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 
p.m. and childcare is provided.  On January 25, 
we will have a program on Kindergarten Readi-
ness with Shawnda Dillion and Jennifer Finney, 
kindergarten teachers from Clearcreek Ele-
mentary.  They will discuss what parents and 
children can expect as they prepare for, enroll 
in and start kindergarten. They have a great 
deal of information to pass along.  This is an 
amazing opportunity to gather information, 
ask questions and get answers.  Our church 
families are invited to join in these meetings.  
If you need childcare, please contact Becky 
Frost at bbcpfumc@gmail.com. 
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 Wonderful Wednesday Meals:  We need 
people to provide the main dish and clean 
up the kitchen for the next session of Won-
derful Wednesday, which runs January 18 
through April 5.    Funds are available for 
reimbursement of expenses.  Please con-
tact the church office with any questions.  
To sign up, please see the Church Needs 
link in Pastor Amy’s weekly e-mail update. 

 Kroger Community Rewards Program:  
Please register our church as your Kroger 
Plus Community Rewards recipient.  
Through the program, the church earns a 
quarterly check based on purchases by 
Kroger Rewards customers.  There is no 
cost to you to participate in the program.  
Money earned through the program goes 
to our First Steps Campaign.  Questions, 
please contact Mariel Pesavento as 513-
855-4243. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Crotchetiers and  
knitters are needed to make prayer shawls 
for those in our church experiencing a diffi-
cult time in their life.  The finished shawls 
will be blessed.  If interested, contact Sonia 
Dermis. 

 Loaves and Fishes Ministry:  Our church is 
blessed to have a Loaves and Fishes Minis-
try which provides meals for church mem-
bers after birth of children, in times of seri-
ous illness or at other critical family times.  
If you are interested in providing meals on 
an occasional basis or would like more in-
formation, please contact Tina Yeamans. 

 

Dorothy Lane Market Good Neighbor Pro-
gram:  This program allows the church to 
earn money based on your spending at DLM.  
All you have to do is complete a Good Neigh-
bor Form and designate our church.  We are 
listed as First United Methodist Church – 
Springboro and our program ID is 815. You 
can find the forms in any DLM stores or 
online at: www.dorothylane. com/clubdlm/
goodneighbor.pl.   Re-registration is needed 
each January. 
 Fellowship Hosting:  The Fellowship Com-

mittee is looking for volunteers who want 
to help us with just one or two events per 
year (e.g. Chili Cook-off, Rally Day, etc.).  If 
interested, please contact Rebecca in the 
church office.  

 Cookies:  If you are interested in providing 
treats for fellowship time between the ser-
vices, there is a sign-up sheet on the fel-
lowship table or through the Church Needs 
link in Pastor Amy’s weekly e-mail.  The 
treat does not need to be homemade nor 
does it have to be cookies— any treat is 
welcome. We also appreciate the weekly 
donations being made to help off-set our 
expenses. 

 
Senior Volunteers Needed 

Warren County Community Services has mul-
tiple opportunities for volunteers age 55 and 
older through their RSVP Volunteer Program.  
If you are interested in any of these opportu-
nities, please contact the RSVP Volunteer 
Program at 513-695-2252.   

Volunteer, Mission & Outreach  
Opportunities Please contact Rebecca in the 
church office (rebeccafumc@gmail.com or 748-
2612), unless otherwise noted, if you are inter-
ested in any of these opportunities. 

http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
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Volunteer, Mission and Outreach  
Opportunities Continued 

 
Box Tops/Campbell Labels 

Our Mission Team will continue to collect box 
tops and Campbell food labels for Red Bird 
Mission throughout this school year.  There 
are bins in which to place the labels and box 
tops located in the black stand across from 
the music room.  Thank you. 

 
Soles4Souls Collection 

Boy Scout Troop 7 is participating in the col-
lection of new and used shoes for 
Soles4Souls, a Nashville based charity that 
redistributes the shoes to people in need and 
through micro-enterprise partners around the 
world. This is part of a larger collection of the 
Dan Beard Council. A box will be in the hall-
way from January 15-February 5. Since they 
began in Nashville in 2006, Soles4Souls has 
distributed over 22 million pairs in over 127 
countries. For more information go 
to www.danbeard.org/soles4souls.  

Medical Driver  Ministry 
If you find you need someone to drive you to 
and/or from a medical appointment, our 
church offers a Medical Driver Ministry.  This 
ministry is a free gift of love to members and 
friends with no charge or fee.  We look for-
ward to providing medical transportation 
whenever and wherever needed.  To schedule 
a medical driver, please contact Harold Mas-
teller. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A New Year, a New You…with a Little Help 
from a Stephen Minister 

 Many people start the new year with good 
intentions and resolutions to “be better.” 
Most New Year’s resolutions fail because we 
try to go it alone. Society tells us we have to 
stand on our own, solve our own problems, 
suffer in silence, fake it until we make it.  
  
God gives us another way to become new: 
through Christian community. Of course we 
all should carry our own loads as we are able, 
but when the load becomes a burden through 
grief, loss, illness, or the chaos of life, God 
gives us Christian friends who help us get 
through. He wants us to accept help because 
He made us to be there for each other.  
  
If you’re feeling burdened in this new year, or 
if you know someone who is, talk to a Ste-
phen Minister about getting skilled and confi-
dential Christian care and encouragement 
through tough times. Stephen Ministers walk 
beside those who are burdened, helping them 
carry the load successfully because they bring 
the love of Christ into the situation in tangible 
and powerful ways.  
  
Speak with Pastor Amy or our Stephen Lead-
ers, Zandra Woody and Susan Raihala, for de-
tailed information.  

 
 

http://www.danbeard.org/soles4souls
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IHN Time for Change 
Dear Friends: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the 
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Warren 
County (IHNAWC), I want to thank you for 
your generous support of the homeless fami-
lies that we are so blessed to serve.  Your do-
nation in the amount of $260 as part of our 
Time For Change campaign will go a long way 
in supporting our mission to provide shelter, 
meals, hospitality and support to families 
without home. 
 
Since October 1998, the Board, staff and vol-
unteers have dedicated themselves to our 
goal of maintaining the integrity and dignity 
of the family as they seek to build a better 
life.  Through an individualized case plan, 
families in the program find or improve em-
ployment, better their level of education, are 
connected to resources and become housed.  
Network volunteers provide wonderful meals 
along with a safe, warm and comforting place 
to stay at their house of worship. 
 
In 2015, IHNWC provided shelter to 46 fami-
lies.  This represent the most families served 
in one year since 2008.  In those families 
were 134 persons to include, 83 children with 

46 children under the age of six.  At exit, 23 
families ere employed and 35 families were 
placed in a home of their own.  Additionally, 
1,248 households were referred for assis-
tance, which was provided.  This is the most 
referrals received ever in one year. 
 
Thank you for your support of the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network of Warren County.  We 
take great pride in our mission and our ac-
complishments.  We thank you for your sup-
port, as together we assist families with chil-
dren who are without a home, to achieve 
their goal of housing and self-sufficiency. 
 
Sincerely, 
Linda A Rabolt 
Executive Director 
 
And a note from our coordinator, Jennifer Fry: 
Thank you to everyone who donated change 
to the IHN time for change campaign.  We 
collected $260 in change to donate to IHN for 
the refurbishment of the new facility in Leba-
non, which will allow IHN to help approxi-
mate twice the number of people they do 
today!  Thank you for consistent support of 
IHN! 
 

Advent Candles 
Thank you to our church members and fami-
lies who lit the advent candles in December.  
We pray that lighting these candles which 
symbolize the hope, love, joy and peace of 
our Savior’s birth brought you comfort as you 
remembered your loved ones.   
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Veterans Socks & Underwear Collection 
The Cornerstone Sunday School class would 
like to thank everyone who supported the 
collection of sports socks and underwear for 
the Veterans Hospital.   

 
The Giving Tree/Stocking Stuffer 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
the Giving Tree and Stocking Stuffers.  
Through the Giving Tree program we spon-
sored 65 children.  Each child receives at least 
10 gifts so that amounts to approximately 650 
presents the church and Bright Beginnings 
families provided!  Also, thank you to all who 
helped with the wrapping. In addition, we 
were able to put together 64 stockings to sup-
port the UMCH Children Services.  You have 
shown the true meaning of the season 
through your gifts and time! 

 
Children’s Christmas Program 

Thank you to all who participate in the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Program to be presented at 
the 4:30 service Christmas Eve.  Whether your 
role is on “stage” or behind the scenes, you all 
play a part in spreading the good news of Je-
sus’ birth!   
 

Christmas Bazaar 
Women in Faith would like to once again 
thank everyone who participated in any way 
with our Christmas bazaar.  We are happy to 
announce that we raised almost $3,400 from 
the event.  These funds will be used for a vari-
ety of church and outreach mission projects in 
2017.  Thank you all again for supporting the 
event! 
 
 

Personal Thank You’s 
Thanks to all my church friends for the pray-
ers, the love, the cards, visits and flowers.  
Thank you for the delicious food that was sent 
to my home when my sister Barbara McRae 
died.  God bless and thank you all. 
-  Ruth Melton 

 
 Remembering Others 

Have you noticed someone who typically is at 
church services or events that you haven’t 
seen in awhile?  The winter months can be a 
difficult time for some people who have a 
hard time getting out in bad weather.  Please 
consider reaching out with calls or cards to 
those church members who may not be quite 
as mobile during the winter.  If you need any 
addresses or names, please contact infor-
mation, the church office (937-748-2612 or 
rebeccafumc@gmail.com). 

 
Elena Mallett Address 

Thanks to all of those who continue to sup-
port and write to Elena at Marine Corps 
Bootcamp.  She is still in the Medical platoon 
at the following address.  She has shared how 
much she appreciates the cards and letters 
that everyone has been sending.  They really 
have provided her with great encourage-
ment.  She cannot receive any packages for 
the holidays, but would love to have her re-
ceive as many cards as possible.  Thanks.    
Belinda 
  
Recruit Mallett, Elena A 
STC-FRP 
P.O. Box 15210 
Parris Island, S.C.  29905-6445 
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Celebrating a January Birthday 

 Our records do not show any members with January anniversaries.  If we are mistaken 
and have missed yours, please let Rebecca in the church office know 
(rebeccafumc@gmail.com or 748-2612). 

Celebrating a January Anniversary  

 4:  Brian Schlise, Carol Dean 
 9:  Jason Thomison 
10:  Joe Kylin 
11:  Sharon Sinclair 
14:  Marc Richard, Angela Click 
17:  Ron Fogle, Katy Shetterly 
18:  Theo DeRosa 
19:  Charlie Smith, Bob Marvin 
20:  Elena Mallett 

25:  Gwendolyn Boley 
26:  Mary Ann McIntosh, Paul Siudzinski 
28:  Dave Cecil, Evan Thomison 
29:  Jude Hoy, Cameron Boley 
30:  Abby Shetterly Miracle, Sean Foley,  
        Zachary Erwin 
31:  Anna Wade, Rachel Mosch Waldbillig, 
        Shannon Clark 

January Volunteers 

 Liturgists Acolytes Cookies Altar Flowers 

Jan. 1 Open Open Open Open 

Jan. 8 Patti Hammett 
Open 

Zachary Erwin Cornerstone 
Class/ 
Patti Hammett 

Open 

Jan. 15 Open 
Joy MIndling 

Noah Townsend Barb Mills Lois Cox 

Jan. 22 Open 
Kara Hampton 

Noah Townsend 
Faith Hampton 

Open Open 

Jan. 29 Patti Hammett 
Jane Gregg 

Zachary Erwin Open Open 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary,  
please let the church office know so we can add you to our list.   



First United Methodist Church of Springboro 
“Keeping First Things First!” 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” 

   Matthew 6:33 
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