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A word from Pastor Doug….     
   
I am learning what it’s like to be disabled.  
 
Everything I do must be carefully choreographed, from beginning to end. Each step must be 
planned. I have to ask myself questions like, “Where do I place my hand next, so that I can carry 
my weight? How will I stand up? What will be close by for me to grasp for balance? Will my 
walker pass through that doorway? Can I turn around once I get there? How long can I stand on 
this one leg before I have to sit?” And there are more serious questions: “Can I get to the bath-
room?” 
 
So much of what I now struggle to do each day, I used to do without a thought, with minimal 
energy, with no plan, with no help. I never knew how much effort it would take just to construct 
a simple sandwich, or take my iPad from the charger to the living room.  
 
In a few weeks, if all goes well, I should be able to abandon my walker and once again move 
about effortlessly. But I will go with a newfound understanding and appreciation for those who 
must deal with physical and/or mental restrictions. The experience has been instructive. 
 
In this process I have learned that good friends are precious. That funny old line that goes, 
“Friends will help you move. Good friends will help you move a body,” is true. Some of my good 
friends have helped me move my body from place to place, from room to room, from bed to 
bed. Friends have rushed to help me when I’ve called. They have retrieved things, provided 
things, repaired things, replaced things, and cleaned things. Without friends, I’d have been in 
real trouble. And without Carol, my very best friend and spouse, I’d have been a mess! 
 
I’ve also learned that it is easier to make friends when you look up to them. That is, when you 
sit in a wheelchair and they are standing. It seems like a smile is seen more clearly and a kind 
word is understood more deeply than when conversing eye to eye. I don’t know why, but I plan 
to remember that a position of humility facilitates connection. And I plan to remember how my 
heart was warmed when someone took the time to look down at me and share a smile or a kind 
word. It seems to work both ways. 
 
Mostly, I plan mark the joy of being able to stand independently again. I plan to ask that some 
pictures be taken before and after. I plan to close my eyes and stand up without aid, feeling the 
total freedom of mobility.  
 
Continue to Page 6 
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Worship In June 
 
 

           June 2/3               
Pastor Doug Dean preaching 

“The Household of Faith” 
Hebrews 12:1-12 

  
June 9/10 

 Jennifer Fry  
“When God Calls Your Name” 

 
June 16/17 

Pastor Mark Payne 
 

 June 23/24          
Pastor Amy  

   
Summer Sermon  

Series begins 
Road Signs 

                               
“Rest Stop Ahead” 

Exodus 20:8-11, Matthew 11:28-30 
 

 

 

 
Events  

 

  1&2:  Rummage Sale 

 2:  Eagle Scout Garage Project 

 3:  Kids Who Care & God Squad 

 4:  Creation Camps start (M-F all month)  

 4:   Prayer Team 

 6:  VBS Decorating Day 

 6:   Otterbein Avalon Visit 

 7:  Choir Practice 

 10:  Confirmation Mentors 

 10:  Senior High Youth 

 11:  Prayer Team 

 12:  5th—8th Hope House Mission 

 12:  Stephen Ministers 

 13:  VBS Decorating Day 

 13:  Otterbein Avalon Visit 

 13  Choir Practice 

 14:  Adult Social Dave & Busters 

 17:  Senior High Youth 

 18:  Prayer Team 

 19:  Tuesday Bible Study@ library 

 20:  VBS Decorating Day 

 20:  Clearcreakers Picnic 

 20:  Otterbein Avalon Visit 

 20:  Choir Practice 

 20:  Senior High Outing 

 21:  Newsletter Folding 

 24:  5th—8th Church Lunch Fellowship 

 25:  Prayer Team 

 26:  Stephen Ministries 

 26:  Youth Mission Trip 

 26:  Tuesday Bible Study@ library 

 27:  Otterbein Avalon Visit 

 27:  VBS Decorating 

 27:  Staff Parish Relations 

 27:  Choir Practice 
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Lay Leader Report 
As the calendar turns from May to June, 
many United Methodists around us turn their 
attention to Lakeside, Ohio.  This community, 
a product of the Chautauqua movement, is a 
delight to visit.  Many families use this town 
as a summer vacation home, from which they 
explore Lake Erie, the Erie islands, Cedar 
Point, Marblehead Lighthouse and much 
more.  But for West Ohio United Methodists, 
Lakeside is the center of our Annual Confer-
ence. 
 

Most clergy and laity delegates will arrive in 
town on Sunday, June 3.  Within Lakeside, 2 
hotels and a few hundred single family 
homes are found.  Many of the permanent 
Lakeside residents rent their homes for the 
week to conference attendees.   
 

Each Elder is a member of the annual confer-
ence and is invited to attend and is eligible to 
vote on all matters.  Then each church is en-
couraged to send a laity delegate to attend 
and vote as well.  Our delegate this year is 
Jack Hott.  As far back as I can remember, we 
have had a laity delegate attend.  However, 
some churches are unrepresented simply be-
cause no one from that church chose to 
attend.  At one time, I was our delegate.  I 
then became an at-large delegate from our 
district, and since 2015, I have been a Certi-
fied Lay Minister.  As a CLM, I am creden-
tialed to attend and vote on all issues. 
 

Our week in session will begin on Sunday 
evening with the Laity session.  This and eve-
ry other session will be held in Hoover Audi-
torium.  Hoover is a 3,000 seat theatre that 
has the distinction of being open air.  Large 

windows, doors and ceiling fans are the only 
tools for ventilation in the facility.  If it is a 
particularly hot day, we in Hoover Auditorium 
will have the advantage of not being cold.   
 

The Memorial Service will be held following 
the Laity session, in which we remember and 
honor the clergy and clergy spouses who 
have crossed over to be with the Lord, during 
the past year.  The custom we observe is, as 
each name of the Saint is read, a bell sounds, 
and all in attendance who knew that person 
stand in respect.  It has been my honor to 
stand over the years in honor and remem-
brance of seven of those saints. 
 

On Monday morning, the Clergy will gather 
for the Clergy session in which Bishop Palmer 
addresses our pastors.  Laity are not per-
mitted to attend, so we attend one of the 
many laity information sessions held at the 
same time, in other locations around 
Lakeside.  Then mid-morning on Monday, the 
laity join the clergy in Hoover Auditorium, 
and annual conference begins in full swing.  
We worship each day, we hear the word pro-
claimed by outstanding preachers, including 
our own Bishop Palmer.   Various reports, 
social principals, proposed amendments and 
legislation are then heard, debated and voted 
from Monday through end of day, Wednes-
day.  Our new class of Certified Lay Ministers 
will be recognized on Tuesday afternoon.  In 
2018, this includes our own Jenn Fry, who is 
now a Certified Lay Minister.. 
I encourage all to attend at least one Annual 

Conference, to experience the joy of worship-

ping with 3,000 United Methodists. 

 

David Finney 
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New Members 
On Sunday, April 29, we welcomed two new 
members into our congregation! 
Dorothy Johnson lives in Beavercreek with 
her husband Gary, and was previously active 
at St. Andrew UMC in Beavercreek. On 
a Sunday morning you will often find Doro-
thy bringing several of her grandchildren 
to Sunday School. She is active in the Corner-
stone class as well as teaching Mission 56. 
Kerri Dome lives in Springboro with her hus-
band John and two sons, Aaron and Andrew, 
who are in 6th and 8th grade. Kerri was prev 
ously active in St Henry Catholic Church in 
Dayton. You will now find Kerri active in our 
church office, as the new office manager. 

 
Welcome to our new Church Office Manager! 

On May 12/13 Bill Hammett, SPRC Chair, an-
nounced that after reviewing over 50 appli-
cations Mrs. Kerri Dome was hired as the 
new Church Office Manager for the church 
and preschool. Kerri comes to us with previ-
ous experience as an Administrative Assis-
tant with such companies as Standard Regis-
ter. She became a member of our congrega-
tion in April, and is active with her two sons. 
Please stop by and introduce yourself when 
you are ever by the church office, and con-
tinue to offer us all grace in this time of tran-
sition. 

 
 
 

West Ohio Annual Conference 
“Be Not Afraid: There Is Enough” is the 
theme for the 49th session of the West Ohio 
Annual Conference, held this year at 
Lakeside Chautauqua June 3-6. Our Wesley-
an heritage calls this “holy conferencing” as 
we gather as clergy and laity for worship, 
fellowship and to conduct the business of 
the conference. This business can include 
receiving reports of past and ongoing minis-
try, setting budgets and voting on recom-
mendations, and celebrating ordination and 
retirements. Preaching this year is Bishop 
Palmer and Rev. Lou Seipel from West Ohio 
as well as Rev. Dr. Zan Holmes, Jr who is Pas-
tor Emeritus at St Luke Community United 
Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas. He is 
widely known as the host of the Disciple 1 
Bible Study series. This year’s conference 
offering will continue to fund the Light the 
Way Campaign to start new diverse worship-
ping congregations and extend the vitality of 
existing congregations. 
  
Our congregation has four representatives 
attending this year: Pastor Amy as clergy 
member now serving as Annual Conference 
Secretary, Jack Hott as lay member, David 
Finney as Certified Lay Minister, and Alexa 
Lawhorn as district at-large member. Jen-
nifer Fry is unable to attend yet will be hon-
ored as having completed the Certified Lay 
Minister training. Mariel Pesavento’s mother 
will be remembered during the Memorial 
Service as a former clergy spouse. For more 
information on Annual Conference, or to 
watch the livestream of the worship services, 
go to westohioumc.org/ac/2018. Please 
keep the ministry of the Annual Conference 
in your prayers! 

http://westohioumc.org/ac/2018


Continued from page 2... 
 
And I will never again engage in conversation 
with someone over the head of a sitting per-
son, disabled or otherwise. It hurts to be ig-
nored and invisible. I will not do that to any-
one else. 
 
 Jesus exhorts each of us to treat those 
around us as we would like to be treated. 
Sometimes, in order to know what that 
means, we have to walk in someone else’s 
shoes... or sit in their wheelchair... or walk 
with their walker. I understand better now. 
Please, Jesus, help me see those around me 
through your eyes, and treat them as you 
have told me I should. 
 
Pastor Doug  
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Steps Update- Step 2 is Complete! 
Thanks to your generosity, we have been able 
to hit our $50,000 goal for Step 2 of our First 
Steps campaign! This money is designated for 
sanctuary enhancements. Currently we have 
new chairs, altar area wood flooring, and fel-
lowship hall speakers. Stay tuned later this 
summer for continuing improvements. If you 
so desire, you may choose to give your re-
maining First Steps commitment to the Gen-
eral Fund. Any additional First Steps contribu-
tions will remain as designated funds to assist 
in future growth. 

 

 
Pastor Amy on vacation 

Between Annual Conference and a family va-
cation to Florida, Pastor Amy will be out of 
the office June 1-19. If you are in need of pas-
toral care, a hospital visit or funeral coverage, 
please call Pastor Doug Dean at 513-649-5189 
and he will coordinate coverage with David 
Finney and Pastor Terry Carlisle.   
 

Women In Faith 
WIF is taking the summer off.  We will not 
meet in June. July or August.  We will resume 
our monthly meetings on Saturday, Septem-
ber 8 and look forward to making plans. at 
that time, for the upcoming Bazaar in Novem-
ber.  Thanks to all our members who brought 
cookies, to our May meeting, for distribution 
to our Friendship Circle,  What a nice varie-
ty  Enjoy the summer.  
 

Clearcreakers Senior Group  

The “Clearcreakers” Summer Picnic will be 
June 20, at the Springboro Clearcreek Park 
picnic shelter. The park is located on Lower 
Springboro Rd. Chicken, drinks and eating 
utensils will be furnished. Please bring a cas-
serole or dessert to share. Plan on having a 
good old fashioned time visiting, eating, and 
playing some games. In the event of a thun-
derstorm we will be at the church. Light rain 
we will be at the park picnic shelter. Any 
questions call Mary Jane or Vivian. 
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Attendance Awards - 2017-2018 
Congratulations to the following students 
who have achieved high attendance in Sun-
day school for the 2017-2018 year.  High 
attendance is achieved by missing less than 
six Sundays throughout the school year.  
This year we included attendance for Won-
derful Wednesday as well.  We applaud 
their desire to learn more about Christiani-
ty.  It is with this knowledge that they can 
make and maintain their connection to 
Christ, as well as help to educate others.  
Thanks also to their parents (or others) for 
their commitment to educate the children 
in Christianity.  After all, without parents, 
grandparents or friends, the children would 
not have been here 
 1st Year: Bradley Hohulin, Zack Savin 
 2st Year:  Theo Erwin, Zachary Erwin, 

Nathan Haines, Rachel Haines, Timothy 
Haines, Camryn Horning, Abby Savin, 
Sam Savin, Claire Veren, Paige Veren, 
Clara Wrazen, Evie Wrazen 

 4th Year: K.C. Horning, Chloe Robin-
son, Noah Robinson, Cadence Town-
send, Easton Townsend , Noah Town-
send 

 5th Year:  Christian Dokas, Will Hamp-
ton 

 6th Year: Sarah Schlise, Amanda Schlise, 
Emily Schlise, Helen Tiffin 

 9th Year: Dean Dershem 
 10th Year : Faith Hampton 
 13th Year:   Amber Stull, Brayden Stull 
 
 

 
 

Acolyte Recognition 
We would like to thank the following chil-
dren who have served as an acolyte this 
past year.  Our acolytes are an important 
part of our worship service so we appreci-
ate their dedication. 
 
Dean Dershem  
Nathan Haines  
Faith Hampton  
Mia Lawhorn 
Gracieann Ruskaup 
Katelyn Sparks 
Meghan Sparks 
Zachary Erwin 
Timothy Haines 
Elaina Leedy 
Paige Vernen 
Noah Robinson 
Sarah Schlise  
Noah Townsend 
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Graduate Sunday 
On Sunday, May 20 we celebrated graduates 
of our church family.  

High School Graduates  
 

 * Ian Crosen, son of Bob and Kim 
Crosen, is graduating from Springboro 
High School.  Ian has a 3.7 GPA and is a 
teen mentor.  He will be attending the 
University of Dayton/Sinclair Academy 
and major in Finance.  

 Emily Dermis, daughter of Tom and Ka-
ren Dermis, and granddaughter of Sonia 
and the late George Dermis, is gradu-
ating from Springboro High School. She 
was in Honor Society,  played soccer and 
currently works at Dorothy Lane Market 
bakery.  She has been very active in her 
church and summer camp church. She 
will be attending the University of Ten-
nessee.  

 Colleen Flach, granddaughter of Garry 
and Beverly Haun, is graduating from 
Lakota East High School. Colleen was in 
National Honor Society, Sr. chair for Re-
lay for Life, and both marching and sym-
phonic band. She will be attending the 
University of Dayton in Civil Engineering. 

 * Camryn Horning, daughter of Kim and 
Gary Horning, is graduating from Spring-
boro High School.  She will be attending 
the University of Dayton, majoring in 
music therapy. She has a 3.9 grade point 
average and has played varsity tennis all 
four years. 

 Emma Johnston, great granddaughter of 
Dottie Logan, is graduating from Spring-
boro High School. She will be attending 
University of Dayton.  

 * Matthew Keyser, son of Mark Keyser 
and Susie Grau, is graduating from 
Springboro High School. He will be 
attending Miami University to study Bio-
chemistry and premed. He achieved Ea-
gle Scout with Springboro Troop 50,  
wrestled all 4 years of high school 
(highest GPA award for all wrestlers),   
earned High School Honors Diploma and 
earned President’s Award for Education-
al Achievement. 

 Collin Kinsey, son of Hallerie and Ste-
phen Kinsey, is graduating from Spring-
boro High School. He was a cadet for 4 
years with Springboro JROTC, completed 
well over 100 hours of community ser-
vice, volunteered to work Air Force Mar-
athon, and participated in numerous 
other community service events. He 
competed on the Drill Team during his 
freshman year. During his 4 years of 
JROTC he was awarded 12 ribbons. Collin 
plans to enlist in the Ohio Army National 
Guard where he will pursue a career as a 
wheeled and tracked vehicle mechanic.   

 * Alexa Lawhorn, daughter of TJ and 
Jamie Lawhorn, is graduating from 
Springboro High School. She was in-
volved in NHS, Springboro PKOM, color 
guard, Warren County Teen Alliance 
Council, attended EXPLORE theology in-
stitute and was an  at large youth dele-
gate for Annual Conference for 3 years. 
She will be attending Miami University 
to double major in History and Compara-
tive Religion. After receiving her bache-
lors degree, she plans on going to Semi-
nary to become an ordained elder.  
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 Alyssa Mills, daughter of Michael and 
Traci Mills, granddaughter of David and 
Barbara Mills, is graduating from Spring-
boro High School with an honors diploma 
and the Presidential Award for Education-
al Excellence. She will be attending Indi-
ana Wesleyan University majoring in busi-
ness. She has received from the University 
an Academic Scholarship and an Athletic 
Scholarship in Cross Country and Track. 

 Nicholas Raihala, the son of George and 
Susan Raihala, is graduating from Spring-
boro High School after four years of focus-
ing on science, math, musical theater, and 
video production. He will attend the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati this fall. He is current-
ly undecided on his major but will explore 
science, digital media, business, and the 
arts. He also wants to become a Young 
Life leader. 

  * Steven Stalcup, son of Jon and Susan 
Stalcup, is graduating from Springboro 
High School.   He enjoyed playing sports 
and hanging out with his friends in high 
school.  He will be attending  Xavier Uni-
versity to study psychology.  

 * Morgan Winzeler, daughter of Curt and 
Jackie Winzeler, is graduating from Spring-
boro High School. She will be attending 
Miami University  to study Finance and 
Data Analytics. She has enjoyed her time 
at Springboro participating in soccer, cross 
country, student council, and various 
school clubs.  

 
 
 

 
2018 College Graduates 

 
 Christina Gao Jing Brewer, granddaughter 

of Rowena Estill, will graduate from Grin-
nell College, Grinnell, Iowa, with a Bache-
lor of Arts degree in English with hon-
ors.  She is pursuing a career in editing 
and publishing. 

 * Jake Crosen, son of Bob and Kim 
Crosen, graduated Summa Cum Laude 
from Arizona State University with a ma-
jor in English.  Jacob just joined Teach for 
America and will be teaching in south 
Ohio.  

 * Devin J. Cook, son of Christine Cook, 
nephew of Andrea Cook and grandson of 
Jim and Judy Cook,  will graduate from 
Miami University with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Finance with a concentra-
tion in Applied Statistics. While at Miami, 
Devin received a University Fellowship, 
was selected to be a University Scholar 
Leader, participated in Alpha Kappa Psi, 
served as a Vice President in Communica-
tions and Administrative Office intern for 
Beta Theta Pi, was instrumental in raising 
$4,000 for Family For Literacy, was a Sen-
ior service award recipient, and Resident 
Assistant. He served two summer Intern-
ships with Key Bank in Cleveland, OH in 
Quantitative Analytics which has led to a 
full-time position as a Quantitative Ana-
lyst. In June, Devin will be traveling in 
Southeast Asia from Hong Kong to Thai-
land. 
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 Brittany Walling Drier, granddaughter of 
Carol and George Walling, graduated from 
Indiana Wesleyan University with a mas-
ters degree in social work. She is employed 
at Envision Partnerships. 

 Emily Horne, granddaughter of Carol and 
George Walling, will graduate from North-
western University with a masters degree 
in Finance. She is employed by Wrigley 
Company in Chicago, Illinois.   

 Alyssa LaRue, granddaughter of Lorraine 
Sower, graduated from Purdue University 
with a major in Chemical Engineering. 
While at Purdue she worked a co-op with 
Sabic Innovations Plastic and did research 
in catalysis. Alyssa was also a member of 
the Purdue orchestras and traveled to 
both Spain and Italy. This summer she is  
getting married and moving to Louisville, 
KY where she will work as a maintenance 
engineer for Dow Chemical. 

 Allison Norris, granddaughter of Dave Cec-
il, will be graduating for Wake Forest Uni-
versity. 

 
 Kathleen Norris, granddaughter of Dave 

Cecil, will graduate from Cincinnati Law 
School. 

  

 * Victoria Robinson, will graduate from 
the Methodist Theological School in Ohio 
with a Masters of Divinity degree. She is 
serving as supply pastor at Asbury UMC in 
North Hampton. 

Congratulations to 
all 2018 Graduates 
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Thank You Teachers! 
Our regular Sunday school teachers have done such a wonderful job and given so much of 
themselves.  Our leaders have shown tremendous dedication and patience this year as 
they’ve helped our children on their faith journey.  If you see any of them make sure you 
pat them on the back for a job well done!  The caring and nurturing shown has helped our 
children to blossom.  Our Children’s Ministry leaders are as follows: 
 2-3 year class:  Katie Veren, Zandra Woody 

 “Kid Connection” (4 years – 4th grade):  Kim Crosen, Tracy Savin, Susan Tiffin, Trina 
Townsend, Sarah Wrazen 

 5th-6th grade:  David Finney, Kirby Cain, Dorothy Johnson 

 7th – 12th grade:  Brian Schlise, Jynn Schlise, Gary Haun, Bev Haun, Susan Tiffin, Stepha-
nie Bindemann, Kelly Smith, Terry Townsend 

 
We would also like to thank Catherine Eng who serves as our registration coordinator for 
VBS and Jane Cook, Shelly Houser, and Mariel Pesavento who directed the Christmas Play 
and Easter Musical.   
 
Finally, we want to thank all of our adult leaders and substitutes who have taught Sunday 
school classes, Wonderful Wednesday sessions and Bible studies for their commitment to 
helping others have a deeper relationship with God. 
Jane Cook, Maria Dershem, Beverly Haun,  Zandra Woody, Margot Borst, Doug Dean David 
Finney, Barbara Geiger, Susan Raihala, Lorraine Sower 
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Rummage Sale 
The Youth Group’s annual rummage sale will 
be held on Friday, June 1 from 7 to 12 and Sat-
urday, June 2 from 7 to 12.  So now is the time 
to start cleaning out your closets and base-
ments to help provide donations for the sale.  
We will start accepting donations on Friday, 
May 25. 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 

We will host guests from IHN the week of July 
1-July 8. We will need dinner, activity, and 
overnight hosts. We will also need people to 
assist with tear down on Sunday the 8th. 
Please prayerfully consider how you might 
support this rewarding and important minis-
try. Questions? Call Jennifer Fry . 
 

Community Runs for Charity 
Interfaith Hospitality Network Run4Home— If 
you’re a runner or walker, please consider 
joining the IHN Run4Home 5k on July 4 at 
Armco Park.  For more information about the 
5k, or IHNWC in general, please visit their 
website at www.ihnwc.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Mission Trip 

An Information Meeting was held in early May 
regarding a 2018 Adult Mission Trip.  We offer 
this report to those who were unable to 
attend but may have interest in learning about 
the trip. 
 

Hurricane Irma was massive.  2.6 million 
households have registered with FEMA.  That 
is 1/3 of all households in Florida.  254 (about 
1/3) United Methodist churches have filed 
insurance claims.   
 
 

Peter 4: 10  -  Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace 
in its various forms. 
 

Volunteers in Mission:   ViM focuses on rela-
tionships.  The relationships we form with the 
Floridians and with others in our mission team 
are far more important than the tasks we do.  
You will hear this consistently – Relationship,  
Relationship, Relationship. 
 
By working through ViM, we will work only at 
vetted sites, in partnership with local UM 
churches, and with Florida’s ViM team. 
 
Our Mission team will have a Team Leader, 
one who has completed the ViM leadership 
training. Second role for our mission team will 
be that of Spiritual Leader. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ihnwc.org/
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Potential Work Sites:   
Monroe County (upper and lower Keys),  
Collier County (western everglades and are-
as west of everglades, primarily in Immoka-
lee area).  This area is agricultural, with 
mostly migrant workers in residence.  We 
would be serving the poorest of the poor in 
southern Florida. 
Central Florida 
Tampa Bay area 
Northeast Florida – all three of these areas 
suffered high winds and flooding.  Most of 
this work is in restoring or rebuilding private 
residences 
 
Possible Dates: Schedule will be determined 
by those in the mission team. Fall 2018 has 
been suggested to let some of the heat/
humidity of Florida summer to pass 
 
Logistics: UMCOR will provide building sup-
plies.  We will take our own hand tools.  We 
will stay in local churches, in bedding that 
we provide, or we may choose a local motel.  
We determine our own meals. 
 
Transportation:  Most likely in private vehi-
cles, unless we collaborate on a van.  
 
Costs: 
Cost depends on lodging, meal and transpor-
tation options we select.  Materials will be 
provided.  We should make an offering to 
the local church if that is where we stay.  
 
 

 
 
Typical Day:  Aside from personal needs, we 
will gather for simple morning worship ei-
ther before or after breakfast, but before 
any work.  Churches that would host us will 
have shower facilities.  After spending the 
day in service to others, we will conclude 
each day in worship, including reflection on 
the days events and people we encountered. 
 
If interested in learning more or to sign up, 
please contact David Finney at shak-
erdavid@hotmail.com or (937) 572-2130. 

 
 
 

 

 

“To seek God is to desire happiness;  

to find Him is that happiness.” 

~Augustine 

mailto:shakerdavid@hotmail.com
mailto:shakerdavid@hotmail.com
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Holy Java 

Holy Java continues their study of The Family 

Dilemma by Chris Hodges. Christians today 

face a dilemma: in a world that seems to reject 

everything we believe, how do we walk close-

ly with God without caving to pressure or al-

ienating those we hope to reach? By examin-

ing the life of the prophet Daniel, Hodges 

shows us that we can hold firmly to biblical 

beliefs without becoming obnoxious, insulting 

or mad. We can stand strong while loving oth-

ers well. Because standing for truth isn’t about 

winning the argument; it’s about winning 

hearts.  And when we learn the secret of con-

necting before correcting, we discover that we 

can respond to today’s hard questions without 

compromising grace or truth.  

Holy Java meets in the conference room on 

Sundays at 9:15.  There will be no class June 

3. For more information on the study and the 

class in general, please contact Maria Der-

shem. 

Tuesday Bible Study 
The Tuesday morning Bible study continues 
their study of  1 Peter. The Bible study meets 
every Tuesday (except the first Tuesday of 
the month) at 10:00a.m. in the community 
room at Springboro Library (please note 
change).  Attendees are asked to bring their 
own coffee/water.   

 
 

Cornerstone Class 
In June, Pastor Doug Dean is back to lead the 
class. His theme is “Spirituality: Our Gifts and 
Calling.” Barb Geiger will lead the class on 
June 3. For more information on the class, 
please contact Barb Geiger.  

 
Women in Faith Bible Study 

WIF is taking the summer off.  We will not 
meeting in June, July or August.  We will re-
sume our monthly meetings on Saturday, 
September 8 and look forward to making 
plans at that time, or the upcoming Bazaar in 
November.  Thanks to all our members who 
brought cookies, to our May meeting, for dis-
tribution to our Friendship Circle,  What a 
nice variety  Enjoy the summer. 

 
Teachers Needed 

Our children need leaders this summer to 
help them in their Sunday school connection. 
Our regular leaders will take a much deserved 
break and we need some new leaders to con-
tinue the connection during the summer 
months.  If you are interested in helping and 
making a positive difference in our children’s 
lives, please contact Kim in the Education 
office (748-2612). We will need help in our 2-
3 year old class, Kid Connection (4 yrs. 
through 4th grade),  Mission 56 (5th & 6th 
grade) and Jr High (7th & 8th grade).  Classes 
may be blended depending on number of 
leaders available.  Please consider serving 
one or two Sundays this summer.  You will 
have a blast and help our children in the pro-
cess!  Curriculum and training provided. 
Thanks! 
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Summer Creation Camps 

First United Methodist Church, in conjunc-

tion with Bright Beginnings Christian Pre-

school and A.C.E. (Active Christian Explora-

tion), is excited to offer summer camps to 

help enrich and expand a child’s summer ex-

perience.  This summer’s theme is Road Trip 

USA.  Each day will be a hands on experience 

as we undertake new adventures through 

games, cooking, science, art and more.  

Please see Bright Beginnings’ website 

(brightbeginnings.fumcofspring boro.org) for 

detailed information on the camp offerings.  

Registration is now underway at brightbegin-

nings.campbrainregistration.com.   

 

 Half-Day camps (9 a.m.- 12 p.m.) - $89 per 
week    Offered throughout the summer for 
children aged 3 yrs.–entering 6th grade.  
During the morning children will begin in a 
large group setting where they will hear the 
Bible verse, sing silly songs, learn fasci-
nating facts and relish in the wonder of our 
world. Afterwards we will separate into age 
appropriate groups and explore through 
art, games, cooking and science stations as 
we create, experiment, play and discover.  

 Full Day camps (9 a.m.- 4 p.m.) - $158 for 5 
days, $143 for 4 days, $129 for 3 days and 
$97 for 2 days* (includes 1/2 day camp)     
For children entering K–6th grade in com-
ing school year.  During the morning chil-
dren will participate in half day camps.  
Afternoons will consist of field trips, special 

visitors, in depth projects and more!  Par-
ents provide a packed lunch daily. 

 Extended Day camps (6:30 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.) 
- $185 for 5 days, $166 for 4 days, $147 for 
3 days and $108 for 2 days* (includes 1/2 
day and full day camps)  Allows children 
(entering K-6th grade) who need care be-
fore /after regular camp times to come in 
between 6:30– 9:00 a.m. and to stay as late 
as 6:30 p.m. 

*There may be incremental fees based on 
additional costs of field trips 

 
Camps: 

Week One (June 4-8) - Magic of the Midwest 
Week Two (June 11-15) - Magnifying the Mid

-Atlantic 
Week Three (June 18-22) - Navigating New 

England  
Week Four (June 25-29) - Surfing into the 

Southeast 
Week Five (July 9-13) - The Sizzlin’ Southwest 
Week Six (July 16-20) - Galloping through the 

Great Plains 
Week Seven (July 23-27) - Purple Mountain 

Majesties (Please note:  Our half day is  
our morning VBS which requires a separate 

registration) 
Week Eight (July 30-August 3) - West Coast, 

Best Coast 
Week Nine (August 6– 10) - Islands of Adven-

ture—Full/Extended Day Only 
 

Please note that we are CLOSED July 2-6  
Contact us:  937-748-2612 kim-

fumc@gmail.com 

 
 



First United Methodist Church Page 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VBS 2018 
As we move into spring, it’s time to start planning for Vacation Bible School.  It takes several 

months of planning to pull off the wonderful program that helps bring God’s word to many 

children both within our church and the greater Springboro community.  Our evening session 

will be held the week of July 16-20 from 5:45—8:45 p.m. Our morning session will be the 

following week, July 23-27 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (NOTE: Morning session is now 

FULL.) See page 17 for decorating days. 

 

Listed below are craft sand decorating supplies that will be needed to make this two wonder-

ful weeks.  We will begin taking your donations in early summer.  Thank you for your contin-

ued support of this great outreach program for children.  If you have any questions on these 

class supplies, please contact Sarah Wrazen (swrazen@gmail.com or 703-994-1788) or Kim 

Crosen (kimfumc@gmail.com)  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 300 sheets light brown cardstock 

 300 piece dark brown cardstock 

 10 rectangular tablecloths, light colored, solid (no patterns) 

 1200 feet various colors/patterns of duct tape, 1.5 or 2 inch wide 

 Newspapers (we need as many as possible) 

 12 one hole punches 

 150 feet yarn (any color) 

 150 feet ½ inch ribbon, any color 

 Foam shapes of forest animals, bugs, or letters, various colors 

 300 sheets light brown cardstock 

 300 piece dark brown cardstock 

 10 rectangular tablecloths, light colored, solid (no patterns) 

 1200 feet various colors/patterns of duct tape, 1.5 or 2 inch wide 

 Newspapers (we need as many as possible) 

 12 one hole punches 

 150 feet yarn (any color) 

 150 feet ½ inch ribbon, any color 

 Foam shapes of forest animals, bugs, or letters, various colors 

 Artificial Christmas trees (will be returned) 

 Kayaks, canoes, rafts (will be returned) 

 Camping gear—lanterns, backpacks, tents (will be returned) 
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VBS Volunteer Form 
 

CALLING ALL PEOPLE LOOKING FOR FUN…… 
LET’S START THE FUN AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 

Session 1- JULY 16-20 FROM 5:45-8:45 p.m. 
Session 2- JULY 23-27 FROM 9:00-12:00 a.m. 

YOU PICK WHICH SESSION WORKS FOR YOU! 
 

We are in need of lots of volunteers who love having fun to help make this year’s Vacation 
Bible School a successful community ministry.  You don’t have to have any previous experi-
ence, just a desire to help, have fun and contribute to God’s plan in these children’s lives. 
 
If you are an adult or youth interested in helping out, please fill out the form below and drop 
it in the offering plate or to the church office.  Please check any/all areas of interest you 
have: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Name:  __________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _____________________       Session:  ______________________ 

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________ 

Volunteer training sessions will be held: 
 July 10, 1:00—3:00:  VBS Teen Helper Training 
 July 11, 6:30—8:00:  VBS  Overview  for Workers (includes dinner) 
 
Volunteer celebration (rafting at Rivers Edge) Friday July 27th at 2:00  

 Greeter/Registration Helper          Supply Gatherer 

 Puppeteer    Props and decorating 

 Craft Assistant(s)    Donate snacks 

 Science Leader   Set up & take down 

 Bible Story-telling characters  Preschool Leader 

 Snack Server(s)   Recreation Leader(s) 

 Assistant Leader   Babysitting/Nursery 

   School-aged Leader 

 Need more information to help you decide?  Please check here.  
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Kids Who Care:  K—2nd grades 

God Squad:  3 & 4th grades 

Contact:  Kim Crosen 
kimfumc@gmail.com, 937-748-2612 

 
Kids Who Care 

Kids Who Care will meet at church on June 3 
from 3:00 to 4:30 PM for snacks and fun as 
we celebrate a great year of service and min-
istry through games, art and more.  We will 
also plan how to share the message of Jesus 
over the summer.  Plan on getting messy—
wear a bathing suit and bring a towel. Bring a 
friend.  
 

 God Squad:  3 & 4th grades 
God Squad will meet on June 3 from 12:00 to 
2:00 PM.  We will have lunch and then a time 
of fun with trivia, games and art.  This will be 
a celebration of the great school year we 
have had of service and ministry.  We will 
also plan how to share the message of Jesus 
over the summer. Plan on getting messy. 
Wear a bathing suit and bring a towel. Bring a 
friend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission 56:  5th & 6th grades 

Jammers:  7th & 8th grade 
Contact:  Kim Crosen 

kimfumc@gmail.com, 937-748-2612 

 

 
Summer is here, yay!  Looking forward to 
spending time with our youth and experienc-
ing God in the great outdoors.  Junior High 
Youth will join the Senior High for some 
events this summer as our outgoing 8th grad-
ers begin to transition into high school.  This 
will be a great opportunity to create bonds 
with our older youth. 8th graders are also 
invited to transition to Senior High Sunday 
school in June. 
  
June Special Events 
 Thursday, May 31– Rummage Sale Set-

up (8th Grade – Senior High):  The youth 
(particularly those attending the Mission 
Trip) are needed to help set up for the 
Rummage Sale.  Time:  10:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. 

 Friday, June 1 and Saturday, June 2– 
Rummage Sale:  We will need youth to 
help with the Rummage Sale these two 
days. All proceeds will go to the upcom-
ing Mission Trip. Time: 7:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. (we will clean up from 1:00 – 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday) 
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 Tuesday, June 12 – Hope House Mission: 
Center for Women and Children:  Pro-
vide dinner and games or crafts for the 
women and children of Hope House in 
Middletown from  4:30 - 6:45 p.m. Please 
RSVP if you plan on joining us. 

 Sunday, June 24 – "Church, Lunch & Fel-
lowship" (Mission 56 & Junior High):  
10:35 a.m. Sunday morning service, lunch 
and a time of fun and fellowship.  Pick-up 
will be around 3:00 p.m.  One parent vol-
unteer needed to assist with lunch and 
fellowship time. 

 

.  
Decorating Days 
Join us on Wednesdays as we work on props 
for VBS! All ages are welcome. 1-3pm  
 
Wednesday, June 6 

Wednesday, June 13 

Wednesday June 20  

Wednesday June 27  

 
 
Confirmation 
Meet with mentors Sunday June 10th from  
6-7pm. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior High Youth: 9th—12 Grades 
Contact:  Brian Schlise 

Brianschlise@habeggercorp.com 
937-748-9711 and 937-272-6167 

 
 

Senior High Youth Events   
 May 31 Rummage sale set up 10am –

3pm 

 June 1 —Rummage sale 7am-12pm 
 June 2—Rummage sale 7am-2pm 

 June 26—July 1 Mission Trip 

 June 10 Youth Group 7-8pm  

 June 17 Youth Group 7-8:30pm 
 June 20 afternoon Hike, picnic and swim  
 

Youth Mission Trip  
Plans are underway for June 26 – July 1 to 
Youngstown, Ohio!  
We are currently in need of a couple more 
chaperones, either for a full or partial week. 
If you can serve in this way, or have any oth-
er questions on the trip, please contact Brian.  
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 Kroger Community Rewards Program:  
Please register our church as your Kroger 
Plus Community Rewards recipient.  
Through the program, we earn a quarterly 
check based on your purchases at no cost 
to you.  Money earned goes to our First 
Steps Campaign.  Questions, please contact 
Mariel Pesavento as 513-855-4243. 

 Dorothy Lane Market Good Neighbor Pro-
gram:  This program allows the church to 
earn money based on your spending at 
DLM.  Just  complete a Good Neighbor 
Form and designate our church.  We are 
listed as First United Methodist Church – 
Springboro and our program ID is 815. You 
can find the forms in any DLM stores or 
online at: www.dorothylane. com/clubdlm/
goodneighbor.pl.   Re-registration is need-
ed each year.  We made over $125 in 2017. 

 Loaves and Fishes Ministry:  Our church is 
blessed to have a Loaves and Fishes Minis-
try which provides meals for church mem-
bers at critical family times.  If you are in-
terested in providing meals on an occasion-
al basis or would like more information, 
please contact Tina Yeamans at 
trperr@gmail.com or at 937-550-9568. 

 Fellowship Hosting:  The Fellowship Com-
mittee is looking for volunteers who want 
to help us with just one or two events per 
year (e.g. Chili Cook-off, Rally Day, etc.).   

 Cookies:  If you are interested in providing 
treats for fellowship time between the ser-
vices, there is a sign-up sheet on the fel-
lowship table or through the Church Needs 
link in Pastor Amy’s weekly e-mail.  Treats 
do not need to be homemade or be cook-
ies— any treat is welcome. We also appre-
ciate the weekly donations being made to 
help  off-set our expenses. 

 Gordon Food Service:  If you are shopping 
at GFS for the church, please be sure to let 
them know we are part of the Gordon Go! 
program, which earns points for future dis-
counts off purchases.  We are listed as 
Springboro First United Methodist Church 
(account #2038279).  Please note, purchas-
es have to be for the church.  Points cannot 
be earned on personal purchases. 

 
Box Tops for Education/Tyson Labels 

Our Missions Team continues to collect Box 
Tops for Red Bird Mission in Kentucky to ben-
efit their schools.  They  also collect Tyson 
food labels.  There are bins in which to place 
the box tops and labels located in the black 
stand across from the music room.  If you 
need more information on the program, 
please contact Arlene Brown at 937-272-
5857.  Thank you. 
 
 

Volunteer, Mission & Outreach  
Opportunities Please contact Kerri in the 
church office (fumcspringboro@gmail.com or 
748-2612), unless otherwise noted, if you are 
interested in any of these opportunities. 

http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
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Volunteer, Mission and Outreach  
Opportunities Continued 

 
Otterbein Avalon 

Springboro’s Otterbein Avalon Center holds 
worship services on Sundays at 1:30.  David 
Finney, CLM, assists with this service and en-
courages those who would like to help the 
elderly residents to also attend.  Please bring 
a warm smile, a desire to help with wheel 
chairs, and a love of Christ to our weekly wor-
ship services.   
 
In addition there is a weekly BINGO game on 
Wednesdays at 1:00.  Again, bring smiles and 
a fun-seeking attitude to Otterbein Avalon, 
Springboro, located off of Bunnell Hill Road.  
For more information, please contact David 
Finney at 513-727-4395 or shakerdavid@ hot-
mail.com. 

 
Medical Driver Ministry 

If you find you need someone to drive you to 
and/or from a medical appointment, our 
church offers a Medical Driver Ministry.  This 
ministry is a free gift of love to members and 
friends with no charge or fee.  We look for-
ward to providing medical transportation 
whenever and wherever needed.  To schedule 
a medical driver, please contact Harold Mas-
teller.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Help Those Who Mourn 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus says, “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be comfort-
ed.” One way to give comfort to those who 
mourn is through Stephen Ministry’s Journey-
ing through Grief book series. These four 
books, presented two weeks, three months, 
six months, and eleven months after the loss, 
offer understanding, empathy, compassion, 
and hope to those who mourn. 
  
If you or someone you know is grieving, 
please speak to any Stephen Minister about 
how the Journeying through Grief book series 
might be of comfort. 
  
And remember that your Stephen Ministers 
are here to support and care for those who 
need them in our church and our community.  
 
To learn how to connect someone with Ste-
phen Ministry, talk with Zandra Woody (or 
Susan Raihala. 
 
Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!   
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Personal Thank You’s 
 

I would like to thank everyone for the prayers 
for my surgery and all the beautiful cards I 
received. I am truly blessed to have so many 
wonderful people in my life. Thank you!  
Vivian Beatty 
 

 
Thank you for the loving memorial service 
and lunch you provided to celebrate the life 
of our wife and mother, Rosemary Culbreath. 
Love and caring were evident from everyone 
who attended and was great support to each 
of us in or time of loss. Many thanks and best 
wishes.  
 The Culbreath Family  
 
 

A big thank you to all that helped with the 
Spring Clean at the church on Saturday April 
28. As has been said -many hands make light 
work and those hands certainly were busy. 
Our church is always beautiful, but after 
Saturday it is bright, clean and welcoming. 
Thanks again to the many folks that shared 
their Saturday morning. 
Blessing and thanks 
Arlene Brown and Trustees   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boy Scout Troop 7 had their Spring Court of 

Honor on May 10. Over the past 6 months, 

there were 47 merit badges earned by vari-

ous scouts. The following scouts completed 

their requirements for Rank Advancement. 

 

 Zachary Marsden—Scout 

 Ethan Bally—Second Class 

 Tommy Eckert—Second Class 

 Landon Moore—Second Class and First 

Class 

 Paul Kuhlman—First Class 

 Alexander Richert—First Class 

 William Sander—First Class 

 Naveen Kamath—Star 

 Alexander Grotjan—Life 

 Ethan Zied—Life 

 

We also had 3 scouts earn an award for the 

National Outdoor Badge. Paul Kuhlman 

earned his for Camping. Silas Myers and 

Solomon Myers both earned theirs for Rid-

ing. Please congratulate any of these scouts 

you may know on their achievements. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Ken Haines—Charter Organization Rep for 

Troop 7 
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Celebrating a June Birthday 

Celebrating an anniversary in June 
 5:  Jim & Joan Bauman 
 7:  Jamie & T.J. Lawhorn 
 8:  Sharon & Bob Arndt 
 9:  Harold & Pat Masteller 
11:  Ron & Sharon Griffith 
14:  George & Susan Raihala,  
       Mariel & Edward Pesavento, 
       Garry & Beverly Haun 
17:  Gary & Heather Stahler 

18:  David & Tina Yeamans 
22:  Jeff & Sara Erwin 
23:  Erik & Heather Kogler 
24:  Dan & Gail Thomas,  
       Daniel & Katie Veren 
25:  Gregg & Nancy Clark,  
        Bob & Betty Marvin 
26:  Gary & Cindy Kline 
28:  Rev. Mark & Peggy Shimer 
29:  Steven & Lori Smith 

Celebrating an anniversary in June 

June Birthdays 
 1:  Mary Jane Hansel 
 2:  Eric Dunigan 
 3:  Kara Hampton, Doug Dean 
 4:  Alan Buterbaugh 
 5:  Gregg Clark 
 6:  Joshua Young, Esther Fry 
 7:  Joel Mosch 
 8:  Chad Boley 
10:  Ian Crosen 
11:  Christian Rice 
12:  Becky Smith 
13:  Alyssa Swick, Scott Cross, Jennifer Thomison 
14: Dean Dershem 
 
 

15:  Tina Zimmerman, Barb Steins, Ben Fry, Da-
vid Willis, Sue Cook, Morgan Perreira, Marlene 
Johnson 
16:  Audrey Landefeld, Megan Keyser, Julie Ber-
natz, Adam Stahler 
17:  Susan Phillips 
20:  Joyce Kylin, Julia Kolb 
21:  Carol Walling, Nicole Stalcup, Betty Marvin, 
David Yeamans 
22:  Mark Smith 
23:  Judy Bishop, Tracy Stull 
24:  Liz Fielder, David Ball 
25:  Andee Koczak, Lauren Bell, Dominic Roeder 
26:  Molly Siudzinski 
27:  Lee Stahler 
 

June Volunteers 

 Liturgists Acolytes Cookies Altar Flowers 

June 3 Open Noah Townsend 
Open 

Open Cornerstone 
class  

June 10 Open Noah Townsend 
Open 

Open Gerry and Bev 
Haun 

June 17 Open 
Kara Hampton 

Open 
Faith Hampton 

Open Bill and Patti 
Hammett 

June 24 Open 
Jane Gregg 

Open 
Open 

Open Bill and Beth 
Wenzel 



First United Methodist Church of Springboro 
“Keeping First Things First!” 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” 

   Matthew 6:33 
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