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A word from Pastor Amy….       
 

Overcoming Our Fear  
 
Last Sunday, as we began our series “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”, I chose as our first hymn 
a classic written by Charles Wesley, And Are We Yet Alive. This used to be sung at the begin-
ning of every annual conference as clergy and lay members gathered together to remember 
the year past and to encourage one another for the year ahead. As we sang it on August 20, I 
was struck by the timeliness of verse 3: 
 

What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts past,  
Fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last. 
 

Last week was a rough week for our country. Blatant racism, hatred, divisiveness, and fear 
dominated the headlines from Virginia to North Korea. One of my children came home from 
the first day of school and asked if World War 3 was going to happen. All I could do in my 
heart was cry out to God in prayer and then hold my children a little bit closer.  
 

Then it was time for personal confession. What do I take for granted for myself and my family 
simply because I am white? When have I been silent when others have spoken out in hatred 
or superiority of another simply because of the color of their skin?  When have I allowed the 
violence of words to come out of my mouth toward another different than me? Lord, have 
mercy! 
 

As I prayed and reflected and prayed again, I recognized how much fear seeks to dominate 
our lives and rob our hope. Fear paralyzes us into inaction. Fear feeds into low self-worth. 
Fear divides us from valuable relationships. Fear breaks down what hope builds up. 
 

As we continue into this new sermon series, I recognize the fear that so often keeps us nowa-
days from knowing our neighbors or inviting our neighbors into our homes, our churches, our 
lives. What if I offend them? What if I get to know them, then find out they think or act or 
live differently than I do? What if…? We allow our fears to rob us of potential new relation-
ships!  
 

I invite you to read and reflect on Bishop Palmer’s response to Charlottesville, found in this 
newsletter beginning on page 10, and to pray about what we can do as we seek to be people 
of hope not hate, people of love not fear. UMC.org also has a list of ways we can take a stand 
against racism. Let us also live by the Word in Romans 12:21:  
 

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”   
 

Pastor Amy 
pasotramy@fumcofspringboro.org 
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Worship In September 
 

Worship Series: 
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” Series 

 
September 2nd/3rd:  Holy Communion 

Scripture:  1 John 4:7-16 
“Connecting with Our Christ” 

 
September 9th/10th: 

Scripture:  Luke 10:25-37 
“Connecting with Our Community (Part 1)” 

 
September 16th/17th:   
One Service at 10:00  

Scripture:  Matthew 22:34-40 
“Connecting with Our Community (Part 2)” 

 
September 23rd/24th 

Scripture:  1 John 3:11-24  
“Connecting with Our Commission”  

 
 
 

   

   
Events    

  1:  Bright Beginnings Teacher Meeting 
  3:  Senior High Youth Group 
  5:  Bright Beginnings Classes Start 
  5:  Hope House Mission 
  5:  Staff Parish Relations Committee 
  6:  Choir/Hand Bells 
  9:  Women in Faith Meeting 
 10:  7th & 8th Church, Lunch,  
            Fellowship 
 10:  Senior High Youth Group 
 11:  Prayer Team 
 11:  Administrative Council 
 12:  Tuesday Bible Study 
 12:  Finance Team 
 12:  Stephen Ministers 
 12:  WIF Bible Study 
 13:  7th & 8th Grade Lunch with Kirby 
 13:  Choir / Hand Bells 
 14:  6th Grade Lunch with Kirby 
 17:  One Sunday Service/Block Party 
 18:  Prayer Team 
 18:  Missions Team 
 19:  Tuesday Bible Study 
 19:  Trustees 
 20:  Clearcreakers 
 20:  Senior High Youth Dinner 
 20:  Wonderful Wednesday 
 20:  Choir / Hand Bells 
 21:  Newsletter Folding 
 22:  Cornerstone Class Picnic 

Continued on page  7   
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Lay Leader Report 
The summer has blown past.  I don’t know 
how the summer passed so quickly, but it 
has.  College students are now back on cam-
pus and younger students have also begun 
their academic year.  The Certified Lay Minis-
try Academy class of 2017-2018 will begin its 
work in early September with a weekend re-
treat.  I am honored and challenged in that I 
have been asked to serve as Spiritual Director 
for this CLMA class.  As Spiritual Director, I 
will work with the class participants, as each 
works to discern God’s call.  This is an im-
portant assignment, one I humbly begin.  We 
will have seven all-day sessions through the 
spring of 2018 in which the students will re-
ceive instruction from UMC clergy, seminary 
professors and known subject matter experts.  
While all this instruction takes place, each 
student will be working hard to discern God’s 
call.  This will be a very important time for 
the class participants, including students, 
Spiritual Directors and guest lecturers. 
 
I know that my own call to ministry has 
moved a bit from my original understanding 
as I am now working more and more with 
those who are homeless.  I will bring my own 
experience to the class members to show 
that our understanding of God’s call can 
move over time. 

 
Looking into September, our district’s Lay 
Servant Ministry training team will offer three 
classes on September 29-30.  The classes will 
be held at John Wesley UMC in Colerain 
Township off Interstate 275.  We will offer 
the Basic (Introduction) class, a class on Lead-
ing Prayer and a class on the social principles 
of the church, entitled “Justice in Everyday 
Life”.  Please speak with myself or Pastor 
Amy for more information on these classes.  
Registration can be made through the dis-
trict’s website. 
 
My schedule of out-of-town preaching gigs 
has slowed.  As of this writing, I have no 
preaching dates on my calendar.  While I am 
very privileged to be invited to speak, I also 
am pleased that Carol and I will be able to 
worship at FUMC on most Sunday mornings 
in the fall of 2017. 
 
My prayer time remains active and includes 

intercession prayers for many in our congre-

gation.  Know that Pastor Amy, my Prayer 

Team colleagues and I pray for the people of 

our church. 

-  David Finney 
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Who is My Neighbor Map 
Do you know who from our congregation 
lives in your neighborhood? As we continue 
with our sermon series “Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor?”, you will be invited to add your 
household to our “Neighbor Map” in  the 
hallway.  
 

All Saints Celebration 
On the weekend of November 4/5, we will 
celebrate All Saints by remembering loved 
ones and church members who have died in 
the last year.  If you have a loved one you 
would like included in our bulletin, please 
submit their name, relationship to you and 
date of death to the church office by Tues-
day, October 31. 

 
College Student Addresses 

We would like to capture the addresses of 
our members who are away at college so the 
church can keep in touch.  If you are heading 
off to college or you have a child in college, 
please contact Rebecca in the church office 
(748-2612 or at rebeccafumc@gmail.com) to 
provide that information.   

 
Name Tags 

We encourage everyone to wear their name-
tags during church services and other events.  
This will help all of us get to know each other 
by name.  If you do not have a name tag, 
please contact Rebecca in the church office 
to be added to an order list. 

Veteran Tribute Video 
For Veterans’ Day (November 11), Vicki 
Kuhn will update the Veteran’s Video from a 
few years ago to be shown the weekend of 
November 11/12.  The video will honor veter-
ans and active duty members of our congre-
gation who served or are serving in the 
armed forces and the National Guard.  
 
If you would like to have your picture and 
information included in the video, please  
provide the following to Vicki at vskuhn@ 
yahoo.com no later than October 8.   
 Photograph 
 Name  
 Branch of service 
 Rank 
 War/conflict, military base assigned to, 

dates in the service, etc.   
 Please note if the person is active duty  
Alternatively, you can bring the photo and 
information to the church office.  If e-mailing, 
please put “Veteran Video” in the subject 
line.   If you gave a photo and information 
previously, there is no need to resubmit.  
Thank you! 

 
Confirmation  

Pastor Amy will begin a new confirmation 
class for 8th and 9th graders (and anyone 
older who would like to be confirmed) in late 
fall.  Please watch for information on an up-
coming kick-off meeting in October.  If you 
would like more information on the confir-
mation journey, please contact Pastor Amy at 
pastoramy@fumcofspringboro.org or 937-
748-2612.   
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Church Communications 
Did you know we have several ways we com-
municate news with church members?  Our 
newsletter (like this one) is mailed out each 
month.  It is also placed on our website for 
electronic access.  The church website is 
found at fumcofspringboro.org.   
 
Each Friday, Pastor Amy sends out weekly 
updates with information on weekend ser-
vices and other important upcoming events.  
If you do not currently receive the updates 
but would like to, please provide your email 
address to the church office rebecca-
fumc@gmail.com 
 
Finally, we can be found on Facebook under 
First United Methodist Church of Springboro.   
Have you “friended” our church Facebook 
page yet?  If not, please do so.  Maria Der-
shem does a great job posting about FUMC 
on a regular basis.  Every time  she posts and 
we like the post, all our Facebook friends see 
it.  What an easy way to spread the word of 
our church!   
 
We encourage you to use all these sources to 
stay in touch with the wonderful things going 
on at our church! 

 
Family Information Card/Field Trip Forms 

We ask parents of our youth to please com-
plete a 2017/2018 Family Information Card, 
Field Trip Permission Form and Photography 
Permission Form.  These forms need to be 
completed each year to ensure that all infor-
mation is up to date and to give permission 
to FUMC staff and volunteers to transport 
students.  The forms can be found in the Nar-

thex on the welcome table.  Please take the 
time to fill out and sign the form and return it 
to your child’s youth group director (Kim 
Crosen for K-4th grade students, Kirby Cain 
for 5-8th grade and Brian Schlise for 9th—
12th grade).   

 
Church Facilities Scheduling 

We are blessed to have a church home that 
serves as a meeting location for many groups 
both within the church and the wider com-
munity.  As we start a new school year, 
groups will begin holding meetings again.  If 
you have need to use the church for a one 
time or ongoing meeting, please contact Re-
becca in the church office to discuss availabil-
ity and to reserve a room on the church cal-
endar.  Thanks! 

 
Locking Church Doors 

We would like to remind everyone that if you 
are meeting at the church in the evenings, 
please check ALL exterior doors to ensure 
they are locked before you leave.  If you are 
not the only group meeting in the church that 
evening, please verify the other group is still 
here before assuming they will lock up. 

 
Office Hours 

The church office will be closed September 4 
for Labor Day.  Regular office hours are 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Please don’t hesitate to 
contact Rebecca Delbridge should you need 
to schedule a meeting at church, get contact 
information for other members, or have any 
other needs of an administrative nature. 
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First Steps Campaign Progress 
Have you noticed  the new chairs in our Sanc-
tuary?  If so, you are seeing your faithful giv-
ing at work!  Step Two of our First Steps Cam-
paign is focused on making enhancements to 
our worship experience.  The first of these is 
to make seating in the front and back of the 
sanctuary more flexible.  We have accom-
plished this by removing four pews and re-
placing them with chairs.  Future enhance-
ments include improving the audio/video 
equipment and adjusting the back wall to 
allow for overflow services.  In order to ac-
complish these planned improvements, we 
will need to raise $50,000.  We are well on 
our way, having received $23,323 in dona-
tions through August 20.  Thank you for your 
generosity and commitment to making First 
United Methodist a church home that works 
well to serve our congregation and our neigh-
bors!   

 
Giving Greener 

Are you trying to cut down on the paper you 
use?  Is your offering check one of the few 
checks that you write anymore?  You can give 
"greener" by using our Online Giving Pro-

gram.  Simply go to our church website and 
click on the Online Giving tab or go directly to 
our custom site at https://e-giving.org/
FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofSpring-
boroSpringboro to enroll.  You can set up the 
amount that you would like to give  on a 
schedule that meets your needs and you nev-
er have to worry about writing another check 
or forgetting your envelope. 

 
Nicaragua Mission  

Trip Collection 
This November, Jack Eley will again travel 
with a United Methodist Volunteer in Mis-
sions team to serve in Nicaragua.  We will 
“pass the envelope” in worship on Septem-
ber 9 and 10 to accept donations to provide 
needed items to the mission he will serve.  
While in Nicaragua, the team will work with 
the Carolina de Sirker Christian School doing 
light construction and supporting the pro-
grams to make disciples among the 
kids.  Other plans include working with area 
Methodist churches and visiting the pediatric 
hospital. 

 

 
 

September Events Continued 
 24:  5th & 6th Grade Church, Lunch, 
            Fellowship 
 24:  Jr & Sr High Youth Group 
 25:  Prayer Team 
 26:  Tuesday Bible Study  
 26:  Stephen Ministers 
 27:  Wonderful Wednesday 
 27:  Choir / Hand Bells 

https://e-giving.org/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofSpringboroSpringboro
https://e-giving.org/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofSpringboroSpringboro
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Servant Leadership Opportunities at 
First United Methodist Church 

 
Without so many unpaid servant leaders, our church could not be in mission and ministry as 
we are within the church and within the community. Thank you to all who serve! 
 
This is the time of year that the Nominations Committee looks to update for 2018 our many 
leadership teams. Our desire is to connect people to places that match their passions and 
gifts for the glory of God. Please consider serving on one or more of these teams and letting 
us know your willingness to do so.  
 

  
Administrative Council:  This group is the official and legal decision making group of the 
church.  It is made up of committee chairs, small group leaders, and at large members. 
  
Finance:  This group oversees and reports on the finances of the church and sets the budget 
each year. 
 
Stewardship:  This group helps us connect the spiritual reasons we give with mission and vi-
sion and the financial needs of the church.   
  
Staff-Parish Relations:  This group oversees the staff of the church, working to hire, support, 
and evaluate those who serve us in paid positions. 
  
Trustees:  This group oversees the maintenance of church property. 
 
Nominations:  This group works to fill the leadership positions of the church.   
 
Worship:  This group cares for the details of worship such as flowers and seasonal decora-
tions as well as gives direction to the nature and style of our worship. 
  
Christian Education:  This team helps with Sunday School, VBS, and our youth groups.   
 
Missions:  This group facilitates the many missions of the church such as Interfaith Hospitali-
ty Network, support of the local food pantries, and special mission offerings.   
 
Connection:  This group welcomes those who come through our church doors and seeks to 
help them become a part of our church family.   
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Communications:  This group works to share what’s going on through our church with others 
in our community.  
 
Fellowship and Family Life:  This group makes sure that we have refreshments during the 
fellowship time on Sunday mornings.  It also provides opportunities for our church family to 
come together throughout the year such as the chili cook-off and the Easter party. 
  
Loaves & Fishes:  This group provides meals for those recovering from surgery or going 
through a difficult time.   
  
Funeral Meals:  This group provides a meal at the church following a funeral to give family 
and friends a place to gather and support one another. 
  
Other:  Where is God leading you to serve?  Please share with us! 
  
 
 
I am interested in serving God through my church in 2018! 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number________________________________________________________ 
 
Area of interest_______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“ The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,  

some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  until all of us come to the unity 

of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,  

to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” 

Ephesians 4:11-13 
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 A Message from Bishop Palmer 
Charlottesville and Beyond - What Then 

Shall We Say to These Things?   
 
“As he came near and saw the city, he wept 
over it, saying, ‘If you, even you, had only rec-
ognized on this day the things that make for 
peace! But now they are hidden from your 
eyes.” (Luke 19:41-42) 
  
On Saturday, August 12, I was on a long 500-
mile drive and was unaware of what was going 
on in Charlottesville, Virginia, until someone 
reached out to me by text. That text led to a 
call and the call led me to pull into a rest stop 
so that I could pull up what information I could 
on my cell phone. Needless to say that even 
reading and watching for a few minutes on the 
small screen of a mobile device, I was horri-
fied, angered, sad, and numb. I felt these emo-
tions, and I still do. 
  
Since I first became aware of the tragic events 
in Charlottesville, dozens of verses of scripture 
have danced around in my heart and mind. 
But the two verses above, for reasons that I 
cannot concretely say, have come to me again 
and again. I suspect it has everything to do 
with my confidence in a God and a Savior who 
is not far off but as near as our breath. It is 
likely also because the God made known in 
Jesus Christ our Lord both weeps for us, and 
with us, especially when we have gone astray 
from God’s dream for us. Finally, I suspect the 

text above is naming our apparent congenital 
blindness about the ways of peace. May God 
help us. 
  
The ugliness that results from failing to know 
and love all our neighbors and to see how 
deeply we are connected as a human family 
has left three persons dead and nearly three 
dozen injured. Charlottesville and other com-
munities are in turmoil specifically about the 
matter of race and inclusion. Competing vi-
sions of what is and who is America are leaving 
wreckage in every community. Physical deaths 
and injury - to speak nothing of the moral inju-
ry of hatred and divisiveness - is taking a toll 
on all of us. We must cry, weep, and grieve for 
the loss of life and of soul. The unwillingness 
and failure to do so will only put us in more 
moral and social peril.   “Blessed are those 
who mourn…” 
 
We are called to confess. I continue to be 
astounded at the vast resources that we have 
as the Church to shape our prayers, especially 
confession. We should turn to them frequently 
as they might well be a gift God intends for the 
Church to give to the world. Pray again with 
me this prayer intended for personal and pri-
vate use: 

   Continued 
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Merciful God, we confess that we have not 
loved you with our whole heart. We have 
failed to be an obedient church. We have not 
done your will, we have broken your law, we 
have rebelled against your love, we have not 
loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 
the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
When this prayer is used in communal wor-
ship, it is most often followed by the invita-
tion to pray silently. I have always under-
stood and used this as my opportunity to get 
precise in naming before God my sins. It’s my 
chance to be specific. So, in the current con-
text, a phrase like “we have not loved our  
neighbors” offers a wide berth to name rac-
ism and white supremacy. The unwillingness 
to name before God and our neighbors our 
personal and social sin keeps us in bondage 
and makes building beloved community near 
to impossible. 

 

We are not called to confess our sins in order to 
wallow in guilt. We do so to open ourselves up 
to experience the gift of God’s forgiveness, and 
the forgiveness that our neighbor might offer 
us. The former is already promised to us. The 
latter is a hoped-for, though not promised, gift. 
In either case, our open and specific acknowl-
edgement of our sin is warranted. “Forgive us 
we pray. Free us for joyful obedience.” 
 

If confession is about naming our personal and 
social sin, repentance, which is closely related, 
is about intentionally starting the turn in a 
different direction; to claim a different way of 
being and acting. We are forgiven and set free 
precisely so that we may act in new ways that 
are God-driven and neighbor-focused. “Repent 

and believe the Gospel.” 
 

When Jesus calls us to repentance he also calls 
us to “produce fruit worthy of repent-
ance.” Our words, however sincere, and aspira-
tions, no matter how noble, cannot carry the 
freight alone. We must act in faith, with cour-
age and with confidence in the reign of God. I 
thank you for what you have done and are do-
ing to heal the festering wounds of racism, divi-
sion, and violence in all the places where you 
serve. I encourage you to: 

 Continue to pray. Prayer is not a meaning-
less salve to avoid the hard work of building 
beloved community. It is the sure reminder 
that what we undertake is nothing less than 
God’s work and that we are accompanied 
in the work by the triune God.  

 Preach with boldness. If you preach, plan, 
and lead worship (lay and clergy), step into 
the heart of the matter with love, freedom, 
and confidence. The Book of Discipline 
charges me to “guard, transmit, teach, and 
proclaim, corporately and individually, the 
apostolic faith as it is expressed in scrip-
ture and tradition, and as led and en-
dowed by the Spirit, to interpret the faith 
evangelically and prophetically.” I charge 
you to do the same. The apostolic faith 
bears no resemblance to what happened in 
Charlottesville. Preaching, teaching, and 
worshiping in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and with a heart of love and peace are all 
about shaping us in the likeness of Jesus. 
The very same Jesus who weeps for us and 
with us.  

 
Continued on next page 
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Message from Bishop Palmer Continued 

 Focus locally. Every community is either a 
Charlottesville waiting to happen or a com-
munity that has claimed its woundedness 
and is in some stage of healing on the way 
to beloved community. Lest we forget, the 
alleged driver of the vehicle that bore into 
the crowd in Charlottesville was a resident 
of a community in the West Ohio Confer-
ence. So the question becomes, where is 
hate festering in your city, town, village, or 
hamlet? Are you prepared for your local 
church to be the catalyst for and host of 
a Circle of Grace where robust, truthful 
conversations can be an instrument of heal-
ing and reconciliation? If not, why not? 
What do you need for it to become a reali-
ty?  

 Tell a story. If you are already doing some-
thing creative and exciting to heal your 
community of its divisions, or you intend to 
do so in the foreseeable future, share it as a 
witness and testimony. Your story in your 
church in your community may be just the 
inspiration another needs to wade into this 
Jordan and cross from bondage to freedom. 
Send your story as an offering 
to mychurchstory@wocumc.org. 

 
In the title above, I raised in part the question 
the Apostle Paul raised in the eighth chapter 
of his letter to the Church at Rome: What 
then shall we say to these things? He offers  
a timeless and resounding response at the 
end of the chapter with these words: 

“No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
  
With all my heart,  
 Gregory V. Palmer   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Those with Cancer and  

Their Loved Ones 
 Stephen Ministry’s founder, Dr. Kenneth 
Haugk, Ph. D., has written a practical guide 
for those with cancer and their loved 
ones. Cancer: Now What? helps people navi-
gate the medical, emotional, relational, and 
spiritual challenges of a cancer diagnosis. 
Copies of this book are available to members 
of our church who have cancer. Please speak 
with Pastor Amy, Zandra Woody, or Susan 
Raihala for more information. 

mailto:mychurchstory@wocumc.org
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Church Groups Meetings/Schedules 
 

Women In Faith 
Women in Faith will meet Saturday, Septem-
ber 9 at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. There 
will be coffee and brunch items before we 
take up old and new business, including, of 
course, the bazaar. The bazaar will be held on 
the Saturday before Thanksgiving, November 
18, in conjunction with Christmas in Spring-
boro. 
  
If you have items for the meeting, please 
send them to Judy Cook. Please feel free to 
submit items whether you can attend the 
meeting or not.  

All women in our church family, whether 
members or not, are welcome to join our 
Women In Faith group. We organize several 
events during the year, such as the fall bazaar 
and the Valentine’s cookie walk, that are 
fund raisers but also provide fun and fellow-
ship for everyone. Another important mission 
is to provide funeral dinners when needed. 
We hope to see you at our meetings.  If you 
would like any information on our group, 
please contact Judy Cook.  

 

Clearcreakers Senior Group  

The Clearcreakers meeting (for anyone age 
50 and older) will be on September 20 at 
11:30 in Fellowship Hall.   Lasagna and garlic 
bread will be served.   Please bring a salad or 
dessert to share and please remember to 
bring your own eating utensils.  Mike Hem-
melgarn, a comedy juggler and ventrilo-
quist will present the program.  Try to join us 
for some fun, food, and fellowship.   Ques-
tions, call: Lin-
da Tennant or Martha Rutherford. 
 

Other Group Meeting Dates 
September 5 —SPRC 

September 11—Administrative Council 
September 12—Finance Team 

September 12, 26—Stephen Ministers 
Sep-

tel:(937)%20748-8486
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Events 
 

Neighborhood Block Party 
On Sunday, September 17, which is “National 
Back to Church Sunday” we will gather for 
one worship service at 10:00.  Following the 
service, we will hold a neighborhood block 
party, sharing in food and fellowship with our 
neighbors in downtown Springboro as well as 
extending the invitation to our own neigh-
bors.   We encourage you to invite your 
neighbors who are looking for a church home 
or are unchurched.  Invitation door hangers 
are available in Fellowship Hall.    
 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
Wonderful Wednesdays will run from Sep-
tember 20 to November 15 this fall.  Please 
join us each of these Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m.  We will start each evening with 
a time of community prayer in Fellowship 
Hall before breaking into small groups for 
discussion and learning.  Please note, we will 
no longer be having dinner prior to the class 
time but snacks and water will be available.   
 
The study offerings for fall Wonderful 
Wednesdays include:   
 Kid’s Club (Ages 5 - 4th Grade):  Explores 

the Bible through games, art, stories and 
fun!  

 Youth (Grades 5-12):  Kirby will meet with 
5th—8th graders and Brian will lead the 
9th—12th grader covering topics geared to 

the age group.   Youth can also join other 
studies if they would like. 

 The Shack:  MacKenzie Allen Philip’s 
youngest daughter, Missy, has been ab-
ducted during a family vacation and evi-
dence that she may have been brutally 
murdered is found in an abandoned shack. 
Four years later, in the midst of his Great 
Sadness, Mack receives a suspicious note, 
apparently from God, inviting him back to 
that shack for a weekend. Against his 
better judgment he arrives at the shack on 
a wintry afternoon and walks back into his 
darkest nightmare. What he finds there will 
change Mack’s world forever. Pastor Doug 
leads a study of “The Shack.” for the first 
five weeks of Wednesdays.  Books are 
available in the church office for $7.00.  

 Dreamland:  The True Tale of America’s 
Opiate Epidemic:  This powerful book tells 
the true story of how addiction devastated 
Portsmouth, Ohio through the collision of 
prescription pain pills and cheap heroin.  
Pastor Amy will lead a discussion of this 
best selling book with a focus on the im-
pact in our community and what FUMC can 
do to help battle the epidemic.  Books can 
be ordered through the church office for 
$12.00 

 Choir and Hand Bell Choir Practice – at 
7:00 and 8:00 respectively 

 Watch for other potential study offerings in 
bulletin inserts. 

 
Nursery care will be available for children 
under age 5.  We hope you will join us for 
another series of great evenings of together-
ness and fellowship shared among all ages of 
our congregation! 
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Save the Date 
October 17:  Kids Who Care Hay Ride 

October 22:  God Squad and Mission 56  
Corn Maze 

October 25:  Wonderful Wednesday  
Harvest Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Miami Valley Symphony Orchestra 
Kelly Ronyak invites you to help us kick off 
the Miami Valley Symphony Orchestra’s new 
season!   
 Celebrate  “An American Experience” at 

Kettering Seventh Day Adventist on Sunday 
October 22, 3:00 p.m.—features American 
composers featuring the “Gaelic” Sympho-
ny of Amy Beach and  Leonard Bernstein’s 
“Symphonic Dances from West Side Story”. 

 Ring in the Holidays at The Dayton Masonic 
Center on Saturday, December 16 at 2:00 
and 7:00 p.m. with a free concert  featuring  
dancers from Gem City Ballet Company. 

 

 Centerville Community Band 

The Centerville Community Band will perform 
one final concert in the 2017 series on Sun-
day, October 8 at 2:00 p.m.  This will be a 
children’s concert at Benham’s Grove in Cen-
terville.  The concert is free and open to the 
public.   

Weekday  Education Ministries 

Contact:  Kim Crosen 

937-748-2612, bbcpfumc@gmail.com 

 

Bright Beginnings  
Christian Preschool  

Classes for Bright Begin-
nings officially begin Sep-
tember 5.  There will be 
264 pre-school students 

this year!  On August 27, our annual “Meet 
the Teacher” celebration allows our students 
to meet teachers and new friends, tour the 
building and have an ice cream social.  During 
the month of September our theme is 
“Designed by God so I must be special” and 
our Bible verse is: God said, “I know you by 
name” (Exodus 33:17) Teachers will facilitate 
activities that have children exploring their 
senses, manners and feelings. Pastor Amy will 
lead them in their first Children’s Church of 
the school year that will help them learn 
about how special they are to God. So special 
that he knows them by name and even how 
many hairs they have on their heads! 

 
A.C.E. After School Program 

Our church and Bright Begin-
nings Christian Preschool con-
tinue to offer A.C.E.—Active 
Christian Exploration, a pro-
gram designed for kindergar-
ten through 5th grade students.   We have a 
record 90 children in 2017/2018! Students 
enjoy healthy snacks, cooking, art, science, 
recreation and homework help.  There are 
Christian enrichment and activities centered 
around life skills, service, mission and scrip-
ture as we travel to different continents 
around the world.   
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Tuesday Bible Study 

The Tuesday morning Bible study continues 
their study of The Book of James.  They meet 
the second, third and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. in the music room.    
 

Cornerstone Class 
On September 3, Pastor Doug Dean will finish 
the study of Revival.  Barb Geiger will lead the 
class the remaining three Sundays in Septem-
ber.  She will use selections from the book of 
Proverbs specializing in wisdom with a focus 
on how it gives us practical direction and guid-
ance. The Cornerstone Class meets in the mu-
sic room on Sunday mornings at 9:15.  For 
more information on the Cornerstone Class, 
please contact Barb Geiger.   
 

Cornerstone Class Picnic 
The Cornerstone Sunday School Class will hold 
its annual class picnic on Friday, September 
22, 5:30 p.m. at Springboro Community Park 
Shelter.  Anyone thinking about attending the 
class or learning more about it is cordially in-
vited to attend.  For additional information 
contact Barb Geiger.  

 
Women in Faith Bible Study 

The Women in Faith Bible Study will resume 
on September 13 to study Parables from the 
Backside, Volume 2 by J. Ellsworth Kalas.  They 
meet on the second Tuesday of each month in 
the Conference room at 7:00 p.m. All women 
in the church are invited to join the study. 

 

Holy Java 
In September the Holy Java Sunday School 
class continues their study  of All The Places 
To Go: How Will You Know? by John 
Ortberg.  Rarely in the Bible does God com-
mand someone to stay. He opens a door, and 
then He invites us to walk through it―into the 
unknown. This study opens our eyes to the 
countless open doors God places before us 
every day, teaching us how to recognize them 
and giving us the encouragement to step out 
in faith and embrace all of the extraordinary.  
 
For more information on this study and the 
Holy Java class, please reach out to Maria Der-
shem. The class meets at 9:15 on Sunday 
mornings in the conference room. 
 

Sunday School Class  
Locations and Registration 

Regular Sunday School classes for 2017-2018 
run from August 27 through May. 

 Nursery (Rm. 140) 
 2 and 3 year old class  (Rm. 138) 

 4 year olds through 4th grade (Rm. 125)  

 5th and 6th graders (Rm. 132) 
 Junior High (Rm. 130) 
 Senior High (Rm. 126) 
 Cornerstone Class  (Music Rm.) 

 Holy Java (Conference Rm.) 
Sunday School registration forms will be at the 
Welcome Center.  Please fill out a new one so 
that we have correct information and can in-
clude your child(ren) on our rosters and you 
on our e-mail distribution list.  Remember, any 
child that misses less than six Sundays 
throughout the school year will be acknowl-
edged on High Attendance Sunday in the 
spring.  Please help us by making sure your 
child is registered!  Thanks! 
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Kids Who Care:  K—2nd grades 
God Squad:  3 & 4th grades 

Contact:  Kim Crosen 
kimfumc@gmail.com, 937-748-2612 

 
Kids Who Care  & God Squad 

Both Kids Who Care and God Squad will kick 
off the new school year with the neighbor 
Block Party on September 17.  Families are 
encourage to join together in this fun cele-
bration. 
 
If you have a child  interested in getting in-
volved with Kids Who Care (K-2nd grade) or 
God Squad (3rd– 4th grade), please contact 
Kim Crosen with your child’s name, grade, a 
phone number and  e-mail address that can 
be used to notify you of upcoming events.  
Kim can be reached at kimfumc@ gmail.com 
or 748-2612.  We look forward to another 
great year of caring, sharing and fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission 56:  5th & 6th grades 
Jammers: 7th & 8th grades 

Contact:  Kirby Cain 
Cain.kirby@gmail.com, 937-684-1097 

 
Mission 56 & Junior High Youth & Parents, 
 
A new school year signals that it’s time to kick 
things in high gear with weekly youth group 
activities and a variety of opportunities for 
our youth to fellowship with one another.  
Our time together will be fun, but the focus 
continues to be our relationship with Christ 
and the impact he has on our lives.  Let’s 
show our friends and neighbors what it 
means to share the love of Christ and live as 
he has taught us through his word. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Kirby 
 
Here are the activities planned for the 
month of September: 
 
Weekly Activities 
 Sunday Night Youth Group: This month, 

Sunday Night Youth Group will be on Sun-
day, September 24 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

 
Continued on next page 
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Weekly Activities Continued 
 Wonderful Wednesdays:  Wonderful 

Wednesdays start on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 20.  The evening begins at 6:30 p.m. (no 
dinner) with a time of prayer, then small 
groups. 

 Every Friday - LIFT (Grades 6 - 8):  LIFT 
(Living in Faith Together) meets after school 
until 3:30 p.m. at Springboro Junior High 
and will start on Friday, September 8. 

 Every Wednesday Morning - PAW (Prayer 
& Worship) - Springboro Intermediate & 
Junior High:  6th, 7th and 8th graders have 
the opportunity to gather with Christian 
youth at their school for a time of prayer 
and worship from 6:45 - 7:20 a.m. Look for 
this activity to start on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 13.  Milk and donuts provided. 

 
September Special Events 
 Tuesday, September 5 – Hope House Mis-

sion: Center for Women and Children:  Pro-
vide dinner and activities for the women 
and children of Hope House in Middletown 
from 5:00 - 6:45 p.m. Please RSVP if you 
plan on joining us. 

 Sunday, September 10 – "Church, Lunch & 
Fellowship" (Grades 7 & 8):  10:35 a.m. 
Sunday morning service, lunch and a time of 
fun and fellowship.  Pick-up will be around 
3:00 p.m.  One parent volunteer needed to 
assist with lunch and fellowship time.  

 Wednesday, September 13 – Lunch with 
Kirby at Springboro Junior High: Kirby will 
bring drinks and dessert.  Youth are asked 
to pack their lunch. 

 Thursday, September 14 – Lunch with Kirby 
at Springboro Intermediate:  Kirby will 
bring drinks and dessert.  Youth are asked 
to pack their lunch. 

 Sunday, September 17 – Neighborhood 
Block Party:  Our church will be hosting a 
neighborhood block party from 11:30 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served from 11:30 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. with games and activities 
scheduled until 2:00 p.m.  We will be in-
viting our neighbors who live within blocks 
of our church and you will have the oppor-
tunity to invite your neighbors to join us as 
well.  Look for a future e-mail detailing this 
special event. 

 Sunday, September 24 – "Church, Lunch & 
Fellowship" (Grades 5 & 6):  10:35 a.m. 
Sunday morning service, lunch and a time of 
fun and fellowship.  Pick-up will be around 
3:00 pm.  One parent volunteer needed to 
assist with lunch and fellowship time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior High Youth (9th—12 Grades) 

Contact:  Brian Schlise 
Brianschlise@habeggercorp.com 

937-748-9711 
Upcoming events for Senior High Youth 
 include: 

 Sunday, September 3—Youth group from 
7:00 to 8:30 

 Sunday, September 10—Youth Group 
from 7:00 to 8:30 

 Wednesday, September 20—Senior High 
dinner prior to Wonderful Wednesday 

 Sunday, September 24—Youth Group 
from 7:00 to 8:30 



Page 19 Springboro, OH 

 Volunteer, Mission & Outreach  

Opportunities Please contact Rebecca in the 

church office (rebeccafumc@gmail.com or 748-

2612), unless otherwise noted, if you are interest-

ed in any of these opportunities. 

 Kroger Community Rewards Program:  
Please register our church as your Kroger 
Plus Community Rewards recipient.  
Through the program, we earn a quarterly 
check based on your purchases at no cost 
to you.  Money earned goes to our First 
Steps Campaign.  Questions, please contact 
Mariel Pesavento. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Crotchetiers and  
knitters are needed to make prayer shawls 
for those in our church experiencing a diffi-
cult time in their life.  The finished shawls 
will be blessed.  If interested, contact Sonia 
Dermis.  

 Loaves and Fishes Ministry:  Our church is 
blessed to have a Loaves and Fishes Minis-
try which provides meals for church mem-
bers after birth of children, in times of seri-
ous illness or at other critical family times.  
If you are interested in providing meals on 
an occasional basis or would like more in-
formation, please contact Tina Yeamans. 

 Dorothy Lane Market Good Neighbor Pro-
gram:  This program allows the church to 
earn money based on your spending at 
DLM.  Just  complete a Good Neighbor 
Form and designate our church.  We are 
listed as First United Methodist Church – 
Springboro and our program ID is 815. You 
can find the forms in any DLM stores or 
online at: www.dorothylane. com/clubdlm/
goodneighbor.pl.   Re-registration is need-
ed each year. 

 Fellowship Hosting:  The Fellowship Com-
mittee is looking for volunteers who want 
to help us with just one or two events per 
year (e.g. Chili Cook-off, Rally Day, etc.).  If 
interested, please contact Rebecca in the 
church office.  

 Cookies:  If you are interested in providing 
treats for fellowship time between the ser-
vices, there is a sign-up sheet on the fel-
lowship table or through the Church Needs 
link in Pastor Amy’s weekly e-mail.  Treats 
do not need to be homemade or be cook-
ies— any treat is welcome. We also appre-
ciate the weekly donations being made to 
help off-set our expenses. 

 
Franklin Food Pantry 

The Pantry at Franklin Area Community Ser-
vices continues to assist many people facing 
personal and financial hardships.  Hundreds 
of our neighbors in need from Franklin, 
Springboro and Carlisle come to The Pantry 
every week.  In 2016 they distributed about 
one million pounds of food to feed hungry 
families.  The Pantry is in need of more vol-
unteers to keep this safety net in our com-
munity strong.  They have volunteer oppor-
tunities each weekday morning and after-
noon and Wednesday evenings.  To learn 
more or want to volunteer, please call or 
email the Director, Terry Coyle at  937-746-
7791  or  facs@Ameritech.net. 

http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
http://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
tel:(937)%20746-7791
tel:(937)%20746-7791
mailto:facs@Ameritech.net


Volunteer, Mission and Outreach  

Opportunities Continued 

 
Digital Camera Needed 

Our church would like to provide our church 
historian, Savanah Martin with a digital cam-
era to help capture the history of our church 
family with photographs.  If you have a digi-
tal camera you no longer use, please contact 
Rebecca in the church office.  A donation 
receipt will be provided for tax purposes.  
Thank you!   

 
Box Tops 

Our Missions Team continues to collect Box 
Tops for Red Bird Mission in Kentucky to 
benefit their schools.  There are bins in 
which to place the box tops located in the 
black stand across from the music room.  If 
you need more information on the program, 
please contact Arlene Brown.  Thank you. 

 
Medical Driver Ministry 

If you find you need someone to drive you 
to and/or from a medical appointment, our 
church offers a Medical Driver Ministry.  
This ministry is a free gift of love to mem-
bers and friends with no charge or fee.  We 
look forward to providing medical transpor-
tation whenever and wherever needed.  To 
schedule a medical driver, please contact 
Harold Masteller.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caregiver Resource Group 
Hospice Care of Middletown, The Wood-
lands of Middletown and Catholic Charities 
have joined forces to offer a caregiver sup-
port group.  The group meets on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. in the second floor activity room of The 
Woodlands of Middletown, 3000 McGee 
Ave, Middletown.  For more information, 
please contact Care Line at 513-869-4483. 
 

Senior Volunteers Needed 
Warren County Community Services has 
multiple opportunities for volunteers age 55 
and older through their RSVP Volunteer Pro-
gram.  These include working with: 
  Warren County Genealogical Society,  
 AARP Tax-Aide Program, 
 Hospice of Butler and Warren Counties, 
 Warren County Head Start, 
 Warren County Adult New Readers pro-

gram, 
 Lifespan Guardian Friendly Visitor pro-

gram, 
 and at several local schools. 
 
If you are interested in any of these oppor-
tunities, please contact the RSVP Volunteer 
Program at 513-695-2252.   
 

Community Chorus 
The Centerville Community Chorus is a non-
profit organization, sponsored by the City of 
Centerville and the Centerville Arts Commis-
sion.   They are currently recruiting addition-
al  members to join the chorus.  If you are 
interested, please contact Pat Grice at  gri-
ceteacher@msn.com. 
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If we have missed your birthday or anniversary,  
please let the church office know so we can add you to our list.   
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Celebrating an September Birthday 

10:  Jack & Marjorie Poff 
12:  Don & Shirley McNeal 
13:  Bill & Sue Cook 

23:  Dudley & Esther Fry 
30:  Paul & Nancy Siudzinski 

Celebrating an September Anniversary  

 Liturgists Acolytes Cookies Altar Flowers 

Sept. 3 Open 
Open 

Open 
Open 

Open Deborah &  
Robert Lalich 

Sept. 10 Susan Raihala 
Open 

Noah Townsend 
Open 

Open Marjorie Poff 

Sept. 17 Joy Mindling Open Block Party Jessie Hall 

Sept. 24 Patti Hammett 
Jane Gregg 

Noah Townsend 
Nathan Haines 

Bill & Patti  
Hammett 

Sue Wade 

September Volunteers 

  1:  Isabel Houser, Fern Morgan, 
        Becky Pickett  
 2:  Garret Ronyak, Marilyn Scott 
 3:  Bill Olson 
 4:  Caleb Hansman 
 5:  Heather Kogler, Kirby Cain 
 6:  Jim Young 
 7:  Taylor Zimmerman 
 8:  Julie Moster, Daniel Veren 
 9:  Nicholas Cross 
10: Larry Woody, Jacob Crosen 
11: Susan Stalcup,  Cathy Swick,  
       Christopher Buterbaugh 
 

12: Sandy Moser, Gary Stahler,  
       Jennifer Bell 
15:  Carolyn Parkinson 
16:  Jennifer Smith  
18:  Gail Thomas 
20:  Mike Swick, Truman Hoy 
21: Shawn Roderer, Megan Bell 
23:  Vivian Beatty 
24:  Retta Willis 
28:  Justin Chapman 
29:  Derec Temke, Andrea Miller 
30:  Jane Miller 



First United Methodist Church of Springboro 
“Keeping First Things First!” 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” 

   Matthew 6:33 
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