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Lenten Series, “Learning to Pray”

Week 6:  “The Power and the Glory”

Mark 11:1-11, Mark 14:53-65 
     During the season of Lent we have been looking in depth at the lines of the Lord’s Prayer.  Today we come to the grand conclusion, “For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.”

     This phrase coincides well with this most Holy week, when we remember Jesus entering Jerusalem riding on a humble donkey with everyone cheering for him and waving palm branches like they would for a king, and then later being tried for being the King of the Jews.  
     As we witness the events of this week unfold, we see Jesus modeling for us what it means to live out the words of this prayer that he taught us.  We see a living example of what it means to pray, “Yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.” 

     As we seek to live this line out, John Ortberg puts it this way, “Human beings have a Kingdom problem.  We think ‘everything is about my kingdom, my power, my glory.”  

     But Jesus teaches us that it is about God, and to reframe and reorient our lives around God’s Kingdom, power and glory each time we pray.  He lives it clearly and faithfully in these last days of his life.  

     As I’ve been reflecting on the events of Holy Week, this high and holy time of the church year, it struck me that this year in particular seems to be lining up with other high points of the year.  We are at the high point of the school year:  spring break.  And we’re at one of the high points of the sports year:  March Madness.  In fact this year it runs only one day off of the Holy week schedule.  The final four is on Easter Saturday and the championship game is on Easter Monday.  
     As I was thinking about March Madness with its atmosphere of anticipation, excitement, and possibility, it struck me that this is a lot like that time in Jerusalem when they were preparing for the Passover festival.  Tens of thousands of people were gathering in town with family and friends, shopping and preparing for this festival of faith.  There is a heightened energy and excitement.  The people love it.  But the Roman soldiers, they are like the campus police.  It makes them edgy.  They know that this is the time when people get ideas.  Trouble can start easily.  

     Jordan Heck writes about why he loves March Madness.  He says, “March is one of the most entertaining times of the sports year, and that’s because of March Madness.  The name says it all.  There’s so much insanity in this tournament.”  And he gives the top 5 reasons why he loves it.  

     As I read them, they each had parallels in our Holy Week story and relate to our line of the prayer, thinking about kingdom, power, and glory, so I thought it would be interesting to work through them and let them lead us to some insights about living our faith.

     #5:  The Pace.  In basketball, Heck says, you have to keep moving, keep watching to know what’s going on.  One day a team is favored, the next day they are out…think sadly about UD.

This tournament doesn’t waste time. 

    Holy week is the same.  As Jesus enters Jerusalem, he is on a mission.  His is focused.  He doesn’t waste time.  Each day is significant and each day the intensity rises.  

     As he enters the city on a humble donkey and heads to the temple rather than the palace, scripture is being fulfilled.  He turns the tables in the temple, he reorients the meaning of the Passover feast with images of his body and blood, he is arrested, tried, and placed on the cross.  And with each of these actions, we see that this is God’s story unfolding.  The Romans think they are in control.  The religious leaders think they are in control.  God is in control, using these events for his eternal Kingdom purposes. 

     David Timms says, “All of history is really His story, not our story, the only Kingdom that matters is His, that all power ultimately rests in Him and all glory belongs to Him.”

     #4:  Cinderellas.  Heck loves March Madness because it’s full of Cinderella stories.  They give us hope and remind us of what is possible as a little nobody comes along and upsets a big name school.  

     That’s probably why the crowds were cheering, waving their palm branches for Jesus that day as he came riding into town on a donkey rather than a stallion, accompanied by fishermen rather than an army.  Sure he’ll probably be killed, but wouldn’t it be great if he could take down Rome and they could rule themselves once again.
     Little did they know that Jesus was taking on not only Rome, not only the religious leaders, but all of hell, death, and evil for all of time, everywhere.

     #3:  Every game is meaningful in March Madness.  There are no second chances.  You have to play your best in all six games.  Lose and you are done.  You can’t do it half way.  

     Talk about high stakes and giving your all.  This is a cosmic, eternal moment as Jesus pays for the sins of the world.  He does this by seeking God’s glory rather than his own, laying down his own life on the cross.  We see in his witness that true power and glory come in laying it down.

     Jesus gave his all for us.  He gives us the example to follow.  “True liberation comes when we surrender power and cease striving for it.  Real release happens when we give up the dream of personal fame and glory.  It’s counterintuitive.  It’s the Kingdom way” (Willimon).

      #2:  The brackets:  March Madness includes everyone.  Heck says, “Every single human being fills out a March Madness bracket.”  There are family pools, friend pools, office pools, etc.  The thing is anyone can do it, just for fun, even if it’s just because you like the uniform colors.
     This might be a little bit of an exaggeration, but not for Holy Week.  It is true that this act of Jesus includes everyone.  “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  But no one has sinned and fallen past the reach of God’s grace through the cross of Jesus.  

     Jesus takes the sins of all onto himself.  He dies for the most faithful and sincere, for the one who is just going along with it because it seems like fun, and for the worst sinner.  This act of reconciliation is once and for all.

     #1:  The Passion:  Heck loves March Madness because of the passion of everyone involved—the players, coaches, schools, fans.  

     Of course, here on the cross, Jesus gives his all and in response, we are called to give our all--to live out this different way of relating to the Kingdom, power and glory.  We have seen this in the lives of those who have followed Jesus and the way of his passion, “offering their lives as a witness to the power of God.  Not relying on their own power for self-defense, they put their trust in God.  They suffered death, giving themselves over into the hands of God, trusting the significance of their lives to God vs. themselves.  Thus the martyrs show us that Jesus not only had the kingdom, the power and the glory, but he made it possible for ordinary men and women like us to participate in the same kingdom, power and glory.”  

     This week, as we witness Jesus giving himself fully for God’s Kingdom, power and glory, may we do the same, passionately working for all to be swept up in Kingdom madness, not just in March, but forever.  Amen.    

