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50 Days of Easter

“Eternal Life”

I John 1:1-4, John 20:24-31

     Happy Easter!  It’s still here, and it’s getting better each day!

     Last week we left the women trembling, confused, and afraid.  Now, a week later, many of Jesus’ followers and friends have seen him for themselves.  Though they still don’t know exactly what it all means, what they do know is that Jesus is there with them, he is alive, and it has filled them with great joy and peace.

     Easter is more than just one glorious day.  Easter is a season of 50 days.  It begins with an experience that defies all logic and reason, that expands our vision and faith, and that causes us to ask all sorts of questions.  And it ends with joy and peace and purpose.  Easter is a season of clarifying and of growing deeper in our understanding that “With God, all things are possible.”

     It’s interesting how much we resist celebrating for a season after a big holiday.  We do pretty well with the preparation and anticipation.  Advent and Lent are popular times during the church year.  But the seasons after, Epiphany and Easter, well, we have to keep reminding ourselves that they are seasons.  Who wants to sing Christmas carols in January or have Easter egg hunts the week after Easter?  It’s over, done with, on clearance and packed up for next year.  Why is that?  If we spend so much time preparing, shouldn’t we spend an equal amount of time savoring and enjoying?

     It takes some intentional work to retrain ourselves.  Even I have caught myself saying, “I hope you had a good Easter.”  But I’m working on saying, “I hope you’re having a good Easter.”

     I think it’s important to think about because this is who we are as Christians.  We are Easter people.  We are people of resurrection hope.  We are people who celebrate each day and particularly each Sunday, God’s power and victory over darkness, despair, and evil.  

     And we need to practice this truth, to be transformed by this truth, so that this truth is the source of our hope and joy.  Our joy and peace does not come from the fact that everything in our lives is going well and the world is in good shape.  It comes from the fact that Easter has happened and is happening in us.  It comes from the truth that Jesus is alive.  He is risen.  We know who holds the final victory and power.  

     And so even in the midst of the continual bad news we see and hear about; ISIS and heroin overdoses and bumbling politicians and cancer and depression and anxiety we still have hope, we still have joy, we still have peace because we know the end of the story.  We know the truth.  We know that Jesus Christ is alive and with us.
     And so Easter is the time when we practice this joy, hope and peace.  Many of you chose to practice a spiritual discipline during Lent to remind you of Jesus’ sacrifice.   Wonderful.

     But now I challenge and encourage you to do something even more important in our world of hopeless anxiety, gloom, and doom.  Something that is often harder for most of us.  I encourage you to find a way to celebrate, to rejoice in God’s Easter victory in Jesus Christ.  Something that will help you grow in joy, hope and faith each day, and share it with others.

     I thought we might use this slogan, “50 days, 50 ways to Celebrate Easter.”  If nothing else, you could eat a jelly bean or a chocolate egg everyday during Easter.  But I’m sure you could find a better way to live in joy, hope and faith.  Maybe send a card or e-mail or text of hope to someone each day, maybe put a beautiful photo or encouraging words on Facebook each day, maybe find a verse that encourages you and strengthens your faith and repeat it each day during Easter, especially when you’re feeling down, so that it becomes a part of the very way that you think—anything that helps you “Rejoice in the Lord always!”

     If you decide to pick a Bible verse, you might choose something from I John.  This little letter reminds us of all of the basics of our Easter faith and focuses on receiving and sharing God’s love.  It’s not the same as the gospel of John, but it is a short letter attributed to the same author.  
     We will be looking at this letter during the season of Easter.  We have heard the first four verses today.  Even as John opens his letter, we are reminded of how well God knows us.  God knows that we are people who get caught up in the now and in the tangible.  We are people who need to see, touch, taste, and ask questions.  We are a lot like Thomas.

     Just as we have trouble moving from thinking of Easter as a day to a season, we often have trouble moving from our immediate experience right now, to experiencing the eternal.  

     So God sends us his son, the one who is eternal, the eternal Word.  This eternal Word takes on flesh and blood and walks among us so that we can experience eternity, what it looks like, sounds like, acts like. 

     What does eternity look like, act like feel like, sound like?  Jesus Christ.  And we can touch his very wounds.  We can touch eternity.  What an amazing thing.

      And when we touch his wounds, when we open our hearts and they are touched by his love and grace, then we too are connected to the eternal.  We are drawn beyond this moment and into a place of eternal perspective.  We are drawn into eternity through the one who is eternal, who has been with God from the beginning, and yet who we can touch, see, hear.  I John opens with these words, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.”  

     When we are part of that which was from the beginning, our perspective changes.  We gain eternal perspective.  What’s happening right now, however wonderful or terrible, is not quite as all consuming.  We can see its context.  We trust that it is part of God’s eternity and God is working to draw all things to himself and his good.

     Eternity changes our perspective.  There is more than this moment, this war, these trials, disappointments, hurts, tragedies.  Too often these leave us crushed, devastated, hopeless, anxious.  God knows we are people in these moments.  We experience them.  But even as we cling to Jesus, who enters those moments of suffering and pain with us.  Luther says, “Christ is our consolation.” He urges us to cling to him beyond even reason.  Christ is our consolation and  then draws us into his eternity and changes our perspective, reminding us that God is in control.  God will make a way.  God has the power to transform and redeem this mess for his good. 

     Then we can have joy in the midst of sorrow, peace in the midst of trouble, hope in the face of struggle, because of Easter.  Luther continues, “This is true peace that satisfies and quiets the heart; not in times when adversity is at hand, but in the midst of adversity, when outwardly there is nothing but strife before the eyes.  And this is the difference between worldly and spiritual peace.”  
     And so our faith and trust in Jesus because of Easter means that eternal life begins now.  Our eternal perspective changes not just our attitude, but also our expectations and therefore the choices we make.  We choose to make decisions that are not just for this moment, but have lasting implications for eternity.  These bring us into an even closer relationship with God through Jesus Christ and reinforce our eternal perspective.  

     So today, I invite you to reach out and touch Jesus, hear his word, feel his love flooding into your heart, allow him to then draw you into eternal life.  Give him the things that are of this moment, the things that are stressing you out, worrying you to death, keeping you up at night.  Trust him and cling to him beyond reason.  Trust him and the power and victory of Easter.  Practice celebration and joy for these 50 days.  For we are Easter people.  Thanks be to God!

