· Joshua 24:15 & Deuteronomy 6: 4-9
· Glad to be here 

· Glad I was able to remember to come here

· Glad I was able to remember how to get here from my home
· I find that I am forgetful

· Dumb stuff

· Car keys

· Why did I walk in here?

· Shopping list
· Sent to market for kale and detergent

· Forget – so come home with cookies and chips
· Trivial stuff

· Linebacker in 1973 (Gradishar)

· Important stuff

· Someone’s name

· Dates, meetings
· Vital stuff

· Prayer 

· Bible study

· I need reminders

· Post-it notes

· Computer

· Back in the day – PDA
· Personal Digital Assistant (Palm Pilot)
· Now, phone smarter than I am
· God recognized that we are forgetful
· God recognized the need to help us remember
· Gave Hebrews and us Shema Israel (shi-mah’)
· Shi-mah’

· I have fun with my grandkids

· How much do I love you?  This much??
· God loves you thiiiis much
· Deut 6: 4  Hear o Israel

· Love Lord your God Thiiiiiis much

· Heart, soul, might
· This is the Shi-mah’
· Heart – seat of knowledge (thinker)
· Love God intellectionally

· Easy to do – think of what God has done for us

· John Wesley encouraged his followers to think

· Love the lord your God with all your brain or mind
· Soul – love God for all your life

· With all your being

· With all of your self

· Love fully, a love that is Eternal
· This speaks to duration, and intensity
· Might – muscles, capacity and property
· Determined, muscular intensity

· With all your capacity?

· What is your capacity to love

· Great

· Another meaning is with all your property

· Put it ALL on the line

· Go ALL IN

· Fully Love with all your property
· Might  - intense muscular, all your property and all your capacity to love
· That strikes me  - love God with all your capacity

· In what cases do you love with all your capacity?
· Kids

· Grandkids

· Spouse

· Lord God
· So, the Shi-mah’ tells us to Love God with all your 

· Brain, life, muscle and capacity to love
· Deuteronomy tells us Shi-mah’ to be recited twice daily

· And scripture continues

· Recite the Shi-mah’ to your kids, grandkids
· But more than recite….

· Show kids that you love God and show them why.   Show them how.
· Kids learn by what they see

· Show them

· Don’t tell them, show them

· Kids, I love God, and here is why
·  we want them to know the love of God as we do, that’s why

· Dads – do you teach your kids to fish, use power tools, throw a curveball?

· But do you say the shi-mah’ with your kids?
· Hands on teaching is so much more effective than just lecture

· Certainly the case with learning how to use power tools  --  show, don’t tell

· Golf swing – show, don’t tell

· Sewing – show, don’t tell

· Teach to use a new smart phone – show, don’t tell

· Teach to used a new computer or piece of software – show, don’t tell

· Teach how to Love your aging parents – show, don’t tell

· Teach how Love your neighbors – show, don’t tell

· Teach how to Love the Lord your God – show, don’t tell

· Teach to Read the Bible – show, don’t tell

· Teach to Pray – show, don’t tell
· Deuteronomy also tells us to love God When at home
· Think of your time at home:
· Chores

· Time to teach children
· Time to love family

· Rest

· meals
· Read for entertainment
· Read  scriptures or study material

· Prayer

· Say the Shi-ma’ when at home
· When away
· How do we Love God with all our capacity when out and about

· Hope it’s easy right here, right now

· But when we’re driving?

· Or at work

· What would work place be like if we openly loved God with all our brain, soul and capacity to love while on the job?
· Maybe we would be less stressed?

· Would we be happier at work if we made sure we said the Shi-ma’ at work?

· Would others notice our attitudes?

· Would others wonder what makes us so happy?

· And perhaps seek that for themselves?

· Show the love of God
· Deuteronomy also tells us to say the Shi-mah’ when Lying down
· Bed time, Now I lay me down to sleep

· Ok to be comforted to sleep by prayer

· But set aside time for prayer

· And when praying, remember that Jesus taught us how to pray

· the prayer example that Jesus shared is in Matthew 6, the Lord’s prayer

· Pray can include 

· Praise

· Thanksgiving – we are thankful for:
· Savior

· life

· Family

· Friends

· Home

· Country

· Very long list of blessings

· Prayer should include Confession

· Prayer frequently includes Intercession

· We usually pray for what we want, pray for others

· Does prayer time include Listening?
· As with any conversation, we need to listen as much as we talk

· Do we take time to listen when praying?
· Deuteronomy also tells us to remember the Shi-mah’ when Rising up
· A great time to pray

· Guide me today, oh God

· Great time to thank God for another Day

· A day to work

· A day to love family

· A day to praise and thank our God

· A day to enjoy

· A day to serve

· A day to live

· Good morning, Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and might
· Shi-mah’ so important that Jesus cited it in Matthew, Mark
· Teacher, what is the most important commandment?
· Jesus said Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, might

· And a second one like it 

· Love your neighbor as yourself
· A lawyer, when questioned by Jesus, recited shi-mah’ in Luke
· So even a lawyer knew to say the shi-mah’
· Any lawyers here?

· Didja hear, the Post Office was at one time considering a stamp series – “great attorneys of American history”  when USPS tested the stamps, found that folks couldn’t decide which side of the stamp to spit on

· OR

· Why did New Jersey get all of the toxic dumps and California got all of the lawyers?

· New Jersey had first choice

· Anyway, the Lawyer in Luke 10:25 – 29 correctly quoted the shi-mah’  then the second commandment – love your neighbor as yourself

· Then the lawyer, being a lawyer asked “who is my neighbor?”

· Looking for an easy out?

· Are we like that?  Try to find easy way out?

· Then what did Jesus do?  Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan.

· Who is our neighbor?  Anyone in need
· So, Jesus said the shi-mah’

· Even a lawyer said the shi-mah’

· We need the shi-mah’
· God realized that we get busy and forgetful
· God knew to give us reminders to help up us with failing memory – 

· So Deuteronomy tells us to make visible reminders
· Put a reminder on wrist, forehead

· Reminder on doorpost/gates
· Hebrews call this reminder the mez-u-zah
· Put a reminder on you wrist, on your forhead
· Or Plaque on wall near a door
· The mez-u-zah on the wall or door is the 
· Last thing you see when you leave, first thing you see when you return

· Remember to love God with all your capacity
· Remember to teach children by showing them how to live
· My Uncle Carl had a mez-u-zuh of sorts on his wall
· Carl was great uncle.  My brother Jerry and I were close to Carl.  He was great role model for us

· His first job as adult was as a computer programmer 
· I later did the same thing

· Then he moved into ministry but he didn’t wait 40 years to do this as I have
· Uncle Carl’s house had a mez-u-zuh on wall near front door
· It was the scripture from Joshua 24:15

· But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord 
· Last thing he saw when leaving their home
· First thing he and visitors saw when entering

· But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord

· Very good to say the Shi-mah’ Israel
· Very good to teach children in the ways of the Shi-mah’ by showing them that you love God
· Very good to use mez-u-zuh to remind us
· But, what if we personified the mez-u-zuh?

· What if  --
· When others see us, they think of the shi-mah’
· What if – we served as the reminder
· What if we inspired others by our love, our conduct, our presence that we reminded others of the shi-muh’?
· Be the mez-u-zuh by your actions

· Be the bright sign of the love of God
· As for me and my family, we will serve the Lord
