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50 Days of Easter

“Walking in the Light”

I John 1:5-2:3, 9-10, John 21:15-22

     Happy Easter!  It’s still here!  Last night our children led us in experiencing the good news of Easter once again. 

     In our scriptures, it is still dawning on the disciples what the resurrection of Jesus means, and how it changes them and everything.  

     My guess is that as this time after the resurrection passes, the disciples want some resolution.  They want some normal.  You know how that is.  Whether you’ve gone through something wonderful or terrible, afterward, you’re just ready to get back to what is comfortable, routine.

     Maybe that’s part of why we have a hard time celebrating Easter for 50 days.  Sometimes we just like to get back to normal.  
     In John, we find Peter leading the disciples to what is normal, comfortable to them.  In some ways we can’t even tell that their time with Jesus, or Easter, has happened.  

     Except for the empty nets.  Except for the frustration, the bitter disappointment they experience.  They fish all night and don’t catch anything.

     Because after you have been fishing for people with Jesus, fishing for fish without him just doesn’t cut it.  It’s not comfortable or ordinary anymore.  Everything has changed.  

     But they are wrapped up in what has happened, clinging to their grief, to disappointment in themselves for their failure, denial, inability to have changed the outcome of things, to their embarrassment at the whole thing.  It is nighttime and you might say they are fishing in the dark—literally and spiritually.

     But as the sun rises, Jesus appears again and calls out to them from the shore.  “Try the other side.”  Try fishing in the light.  Try living in the light of resurrection.

     Trust me.  Throw your nets on the other side.

     Instead of dwelling in, reverting to the past, looking to it, live into the future.  Instead of dwelling on your failures and what you have done, focus on what God has done in me.  Let go of the could have, should have, would have, and trust me.  I forgive you.  Forgive yourself and living into a new reality—the reality of Easter.

     I John describes God as light.  In him, John says, there is no darkness.  As those who follow Jesus and place our faith in him, we are called to live in the light of God.  You might say, we are called to cast our nets, our lives, on God’s side, in his light.   

     What does that look like for you?  Are there places in your life where you’re continuing to focus on the past?  Disappointments?  Grief?  Failure?  Where you keep fishing in the same worn our sides of life?  What does the other side look like?  The side of God’s light?  The side where you focus not on what you’ve done, but what God has done for you in the resurrection of Jesus Christ?

     This is what it means to live in the light of God.  So let’s think a little bit more about this metaphor of God as light.  Most of us love this time of year.  There are a number of reasons why, but one of them is the light.  The days are longer.  There are more days when the sun shines with a gentle warmth in it.  

     We are drawn to it.  We sit by the window letting that sunlight pour over us.  We get outside to soak up the sunlight.  We just feel better when the sun is shining and we have a window nearby or we can get out and enjoy it.  Everyone is in a better mood—more likely to smile, to stop and chat, to be community.  

     And even at night, or on a gloomy day, light draws people together…the light of a fire, or of a lamp.  Light and life go together.  

     God is like that.  Spiritually our souls need the light of God to survive and especially to thrive.  When we regularly spend time in the light of God, we find peace, hope, and joy.  We are healthier and find that the light of God’s love draws us together into community where we bear each other’s burdens and encourage and bless one another.

     When we don’t experience God’s light, when we spend too much time in the dark, our soul, our spirit begins to wilt, to lose hope, to despair.  It’s easy for that to happen.  Our days get filled up with busyness, doing, habits, many of them good, and yet we don’t get our daily dose of God’s light and we begin to think that all is on us, all is darkness.

     The think about light, sunlight or whatever physical light, is that it helps us see clearly.  You can think your house is clean.  And then along comes a beautiful, clear, sunny day and you are astounded because you can suddenly see the streaks on the windows, the dust in the corners, the cobwebs you missed.  You couldn’t see it even with the best lamp, but the sunlight makes it clear.  That’s probably the origins of spring cleaning.

     God’s light is also like this.  When we spend time in it, we see more clearly—in our life, in our relationships, our choices, our world.  We see beauty and truth and how we measure up to God’s standard of holiness.  That light reveals our sin, and the brokenness of humanity.  It reveals that we have some cleaning to do and we need some help.  We need a Savior.  

     When you see dirt, you have two choices—clean it up, or shut the blinds; acknowledge the mess and work on it, or deny or ignore the problem.  But if you ignore it or deny it, it gets worse.  If you acknowledge the problem, then you can begin to take steps to fixing it.  

     Sin is the same.  We can ignore it or deny it, but then it only gets worse.  But when we admit our sin, our brokenness, our failure, let God assess it in the light of his love, heal it through the grace of Jesus, and turn our attention to the future and what God can do with and through us, we and the world are changed by the power of Easter.  

     This is what Easter is about, learning to live in the light of God’s love and grace.  Learning to accept the truth as a means to God leading us to something even better that what we can see or do on our own.  Jesus can.  Jesus rose.  He overcame.  He had the victory and will do the same with us, if we admit we need a Savior and let him save us.  

     I John says, “If we admit our sin, he is faithful and just, forgiving our sin and purifying us…”

     Jesus came to show us how to live in God’s light, to teach us to not be scared of God’s light, but to allow it to purify us so that we might walk with him in joy, peace, and hope always.  

     Richard Rohr says, “Every time God forgives us, God is saying that God’s own rules do not matter as much as the relationship that God wants to create with us.”  

     This is what was happening between Jesus and Peter on the shore.  It took three times of asking and instructing, “Peter do you love me?  Then feed my sheep,” but Peter finally got it.  He finally understood what it meant to live in the light of Easter.  His past, his failures, his disappointments did not define him.  God’s victory in Jesus and his love of Jesus his Savior defined him.  He was called to be a part of the work of Jesus.  It was about love and relationship and working together for God’s future.  

     Peter finally got it.  From that point on, he lived in and walked in the light.  I invite you to do the same.  No matter what the past, the hurts the disappointments, the failures, place them in the light of God’s love, of the power of Easter, confess your love for Jesus, and accept his invitation to live in God’s light and walk with him into God’s future.             

